IS 


TWO HUNDRED 


Concerning the 


DOCTRINE 


Of the 


REVOLUTION 
.. OF J 
Humane 'Souls, 

AND |) 


, Chaihanity, 


W459. wt VAbd ot 


LONDO N, 
Printed for Rob. Ketrlewell, at the Hind and 
. Scepter over againft St. Dunſtans Church 

in Fleet flreet, 168 4. 


—_— _ — ee. oth. 
— _ 


| 


QUERIES 


Moderately propounded 


Irs Conformity to the Truths 


| 
[| 


_— a. GC a. ate. MY 


CCI TO —_— 
dt. a—_ 


_—— 


To THE 


READER: 


Courteous Reader, 


ries | following - + were 
fe argany ro 
gliſh T ongue beyond the 
Seas, by a Lover ant 
Searcher after hidden 

6 18 3 Truth, 


To the Reader. 
| Truth, and were. brought 
over to be propoſed to the 
Learned and Pious of 
this Kingdom, of whom 
the Propoſer -hath that 
efteem ' which $. Paul 
had of the Noble Be- | 
reans, Ads - 17. verle- 
IO, 11; 12. . and who 
being not inferiour tq'any 
of the European Nati- 
ons, are Capable to judge 
of * ſuch matters. T here- | 
foreit is with all. ſpucert- 
ty referred to their jud:- 
cionus and ſerious ſcrus 
tiny 


'To the Reader, 
tiny aud inquiry... And 
if Jo be this. meets with 
4 favourable acceptance, 
there are two Treatiſes 
get | remaining which 
very: probably .may then 
e- I ſee the' Light :.- the 
le Firſt) treating. "of. - and 
0 | elucidating the chiefeſi 
y | points bere mentioned, 
i- | but" afier another man- 
'e || ner than is done in theſe 
- I Queries; The other ss 


» i» iow A £2 G 


marum 


Tothe Reader. 
marum . T.ra&avus pri- 
mus \£... Manulcripto 
haud ita pridem ; CK 
Oriente ad: nos - Per- 
lato, ex operibus R ab- 
bi Titzchak Lorien- 
ſis Cabbaliltaram A- 
quilz, Jatjnitate' dona- 


o 


— I = 


. . - > - — 
= —— <<< 


Farepel. 


CERTAIN 


QUERIES 


Of great Moment propounded from 
the Holy Scriptures , both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, 
tending to the more ſatufactory 
opening of both, to the under- 
ſtanding of all ſuch as ao thirſt 
after the knowledoe of God and 
his Word, 


Query 1. Hough I preſume 
not to a poſitive 
and full aſſurance 


of my own judgment with reſpek 
to the truth of every thing here 
propoſed by way of Query ; much 
leſs to impoſe the ſame, as the in- 
fallible dictates of the holy Ghoſt, 
upon my Chriſtian Brethren ; yer 1 

B crave 


QUERIES comerning the 


. Crave leave to expreſs the ſame, 
with the grounds of my perſwaſi- 
On, to the impartial Reader : leaving 
them to the free teſt, and impartial 
tryal of the holy Spirit, the holy 
Scriptures, and reaſon undepraved, 
or rectihed rather ; which three, as 
they can neither contraditt @ch o- 
ther, ſo they do ſweerly Ireto 
one end, as having one and the ſame 
Divine Origiue and ſource, in which, 
if theſe things ſhall be found Cmore 
than any Principles or any other 
Hypotheſis at. this day received a- 
mongſt Chriſtians) to conduce un- 
to the vingication of the Divine 
Juſtice, the ' clearing of the Divine 
Providence, and other the Divine 
Attributes of God, and finally to the 
ſatisfactory openifig of many, por 
tions of Sacred Writ ; which have 
hitherto ſeemed, as it were, alto- 
gether {hut up from the under- 
ſtandings of moſt men, learned as 
well as unlearned; by which the Faith, 
Paticnce, and comfort of thofe that 
have any part or portion in a ſight, 
or ſence of, in an hunger and thirſt 
afrer theſe things, may be greatly 


ſtrengthned ; will it not be wiſdom, 
yea 


— A. A... — —— 
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yea and juſtice roo, that, laying a« 
fide all prejudice againlt the ſeeming 
novelty of them, they be allowed a 
moſt fajr, full and free Hearing, 
Tryal,. and Examination by all thac 
are ingenuous, and daie be fo bold 
and free as for themſelves to rry all 
things, and to hold faſt what they 


*all upon due inqueit, find to be 


good ? 


2a. 2. Seeing the holy Scripture 
ſaith, that with God there & no reſpett 


of perſons : and that all the ways of 


the Lord are equal: And leeing thar 
the long ſuffering of God is 1n Scrip- 
ture as clearly held forth ro thoſe 
that lived ſince, as to thoſe that li- 
ved before the flood, that they might 
have time to repent and to beſayed- 
( here ſee Epheſ. 6. 9g. Col. 3. 25. Pſal. 
145. 17. 2 Pet. 3.9. l5.) How 1s it 
that the Lord gave uito mankind fo 
long time to live and repent in be- 
fore the flood; and hath ſo exceed- 
ingly ſhortned the life of man tince ? 
IS 1t not from hence probable, that 
ne has ſupplied this ſome other way, 
Iittle thought of by moſt of the ſors 
of men ? 

B 2 Qu, 3. 


3 


1 Thef. 5, 


21. 


4 


Ecclel. 9. 
10, 


F Ta. 38. 18 


88. 11, 


QUE RTIE Sconcerning the 


ow 3- And particularly in regard 
we fee many daily cut off in their 
ſins, very wicked, and ungodly, at 
twenty years, and under, how are 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle Paul 
Rom. 9. 22. to be underſtood, viz. 
that God hath indured with much 
long- ſuffering the veſſel of wrath futed 


for deſtruttion ? can this be properly 


laid of ſuch Veſſels of wrath, as he 
cutteth off in their wickedneſs at 
eight, ten, twelve, or twenty years ? 
or is ten or twenty years a time of 
much long-ſuffering with the Lord, 


with whom a day 1s as a thouſand years ? © 


Plal. 9.4. 2 Pet. 3. 8. 


Qs. 4. And conſequently, whe- 
ther it be not probable, that the day 
of Gods long-luftering towards e- 
very man, of which Peter ſpeaks, 2 
Per. 3. 8, g. is a thouſand years? and 
if ſo,how hath every Vellel of wrath 
a thouſand years to repeat in ? ſeeing 
that we ſee many ( as has been ſaid ) 
dye in their fins at ten, or twenty 
years old, and leſs ? and that the 
Scripture plainly tcacheth, that 7 


ww 6. s. z the grave there © no repentance : OC 


how 
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how-ſhall we underſtand thoſe words 
of the Apoſtle Peter : Belove /, be not 
ignorant of this one thins,that one day ts 
with the Lord as a thouſand yearnand a 
thouſand years as one day. The Lords 
not ſlack concerning hu promiſe, ( as ſome 
count ſlackneſs) but 1 long ſufſering 
to ward, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repen- g 


tancee 


2 Pct. 3. 9. 


©s. 5. Seeing, Pſal. 99. 3. 4. it 
Is ſaid, rho turneſt man to deſtruttion, 
j and ſayeſt, Return ye children of men, 
[ for a thouſand years in thy ſight are but 
a4 yeſterday, when ut ts paſt, and a4 4 
watch inthe night. How are a thou 
land years here faid ro be 1n one ſence 
as ,a day, and in another fence as a 
watch of the night ? 


a TR þ 


Qu. 6. Szeing the Holy Scripture 
doth abundantly hold forth that God 
giveth a day of viſitation ( as Luke nary. 
Il 9. 44- and 1 Pet. 2; 123) unto all ,, ,, 
the wicked, that they may repent, 
how long is that day? is it to ſome 
longer, and to others ſhorter ? or is it 
not molt probable, ſeeing God is no 
reſrefter of perſons, and that all his ways 


3 are 
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are ways of equity;that It 1s of an equal 
length to every man ? and conlſe- 
quently that his Spirit did not ftrive 
with ſome before the flood, ſeveral 
hundred years , and with many in 
theſe days not the tenth part of an 
hundred years, as the common opi- 
nion is? 


Ou. 5. Had thoſe children who 
mocked the Prophet Eliſha, and ( be- 
vg curſed by him ) were flaia in 
their wickedneſs by the Bears, as 
in2 Kings 2,23. of which, ſome of 
them were very young : had they 
( Tay) never any other time given 
them to repent in? if not, how can 
it properly be ſaid, That God did 
bear with them with much long-ſut- 
fering ? 


Qs. 8. Seeing Chriſt ſaid in Fehr 
9.12.35. There ave twelve hours 1m 
the day: and warned the pevple to 
whom he ſpake, ſaying, yet a bttle 
while, ard ye have the light, &c. doth 
he not thereby intimate, that thoſe 
men had had a long day, which was 
now expiring, and with many, of 
them, perhaps, the very laſt hour ? 

| Now 
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Now what day is this ? and what 
are the twelve hours thereof ? 1s it 
( think you ) the natural day ? and 
natural hours ? or is It not much ra- 
ther to be underſtood of twelve di- 
ſtint intervals of life, which every 
man receives upon this earth, by the 
appointment of God, in much long 
ſufferingy cauſing them to be twelve 
ſeveral times born into the World ? 


9. How are thoſe words to 


be underſtood, 1 John 2. 18. little 
children, it is the laſt time, Or ( as 
in the Greek ) the laſt bour ? does 
not this laſ# hour relate to the whole 
tiwelve hours of the day, trom the be- 
ginning of this World, which be- 
ginning was (asiT were ) the mori- 
ing, or firſt hour of this day ? 


u. 10. Why was that very time, 
when Chriſt came and ſuftered in the 
fleſh, called the falneſs of time, ( as 
Gal. 4. 4.) and the: end of the 
Worl4, or the ages, ( iS Hebrews 9.26.) 
and the laſt days, according to divers 
Prophecies in Scripture, ſeeing the 
World was to continue two thouſand . 
yea, three thouſand years afrer ? 


B 4 4, 11.1 


: 
4 
\ T # 


8 


Mat.g.2”. 
Luk.2.38. 


QUERTIES comerning the 


Qs. 11. Why doth S. Paul ſay 
Rom. 13. 12. The night is ſpent,the day 
is approached (as itisinthe Greek ) 
of what night, and of what day does 
he mean ? was not all that time 
betwixt Adam's fall, and Chriſt's 
Reſurreftion, that night compared 
with that great light which ſhined 
in the World after the reſurrection 
of Chriſt ? and did not Paul call the 
times before it, the tzmes of ignorance, 
( Afts 17. 30. ) inwhich God winked ? 
and the times after his ReturreCtion, 
as the time in which God willed all 
men to repent every where, and that 
upon this very account ? 


Qs. 12. Seeing In Scripture the 
Night is ſaid to be four watches, and 
that a thouſand years are as one watch of 
the night, (Pal. go. 4.) does not 


* this myſtical night contain four 


thouſand years, or thereabouts ? 
and does not this exactly anſwer to 


'the moſt true and accurate Scripture- 


chronology, according to which our 
Saviour Chriſt did ſuffer, riſe a- 
gain, and give the holy Ghoſt, a- 
bout the middle of the year of the 

World, 
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World, three thouſand nine hundred 
ninety ſix, wanting only three years 
and an half of the full time of four 
thouſand years ? 


9». 13. If all that dyed in their 
ſins from the beginning of the 
World, to the death of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, did immediately afcer 
death, ſuffer, and continue under 
the ſame puniſhment, as thoſe that 
lived after, and reje&ted the mercy 
and Grace offered through Jeſus 
Chriſt ; How could the Apoſtle ſay, 
That God winked at them all that time 
of Ignorance ! Did not that Expreſ- 
lion evidently intimate a ſort of For: 


, bearance, Compaſſion, and Lenity 


on God's part, which now was to 
have agend : as the following Words 
of the Apoſtle do as clearly ſhew, 
in As 17. 30. ſaying, But now he 
commandeth all Men every where to 
repent 1s it not moſt probable from 
hence, that thoſe very Men then l1- 
ving, whom the Apoſtle ſo warned, 
had lived before in thoſe times 
of Ignorance,' ſlceping as 1n the 
Night? 


Qs %. 


/ 


3 


| Lo) 


2 Chron, 
2a. 21, 


QUERIES comerning the + 


2.14. Although God did call the 
World before that time to Repen- 
tance, both before and under the 
Law ard the Prophets, v:ſnting their 
Iniquities upon them, and that fevere- 
ly, both in and after this Life : Yet 
doth not the Scripture hold forth 
another opportunity of Repentance, 
thorough Chriſt, even to all thoſe, 
who had negletted former oppor- 
tunities, as is intimated in theſe fol- 
lowing Queries ? 


4. 15. Or elſe how 1s it ſaid, 
That God at laſt ſent his Son unto 
thoſe evil Husbandmen, who had 
from time to time rejzCted, beaten, 
and killed his Servants the Propnets ; 
if Chriſt his Son and Heir was not 
{ent to the ſame Men, who had h- 
ved inthe days of the Prophets, and 
flain them, as, Marth. 21. 35, 36, 


37 * 


Q4. 16. Is not this moſt evidently 
aſſerted by Chriſt himſelf in Matth. 
23. 35- where he tells the Tews, 
then living, that they ſi:w Zacha- 


rias the Son of Barachias, between the 
n Porch 


TY 
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Porch and #he Altar : Which yer all 
Men,skilled in the Chronology of the 
Holy Scripture, do know was done 
many hundred Years before that 
time. Now how could he ſay to 
them [ whom ye ſlew], it they had 
not ſlain him, except they had for. 


merly lived in the days 'of Zacha-, 


rias * And does not Paul in 1 Theſſ. 
2. 15. aflert concerning the Fews of 
that day, that killed the Lord Jeſus, 
that they were they who killed the 
Prophets formerly, as they now per- 
ſecuted the Chriſtians ? 


Qs. 17. Again, ſeeing Chriſt ſaid, 
That upon thoſe very Fews who did 
put him to death, ſhowld come all the 
righteous blood ſhed upon the Earth, 
from the blood of Righteous Abel, 
fo the blood of Zacharias : Secing 
Firſt, That God no where teſtifies 
in Scripture, That he wiſts the fins 
of the Fathers upon their Chilares, 
beyond the third and ſourth Genera- 
ron, even of them, who Continue 
to bate him, even during the ſe- 
verity of the Law it felf, And 
Secenaly, That under the Goſpel, 
tius {rverity was to be removed, as 

Ezekiel 


IT 


|. 
1% 
| 
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Exzelzel propheſied, ſaying, Exzek. 18. 
2, 3, 4. Te ſhall not any more uſe thi 
Proverb in Iſrael : The Fathers have 
eaten ſowre Grapes, and the Childrens 
Teeth are ſet on edge. The Soul that 
ſoneth, it ſhall dye: And the Son ſhall 
not bear the Intquities of the Father. 
Is it not more agreeable to - the 
Scripture truth, and to the equalneſs 
of the ways of the Lord, to lay, as 
Chriſt expreſly. told them Marth. 21. 
23. and the Apoſtle affirms 1 Theſ/.2. 
2. That thoſe very Men had them- 
ſelves ſhed the blood of the Righte- 
ous in the Apes paſt; than to ſay, 
according to the common opinion, 
That all the gnilt of that innocent 
blood, ſhed: for nigh forty Genera- 
tions, or Four thouland Years, was, 
bythe Righteous God of Heaven and 
Earth, laid upon, and imputed unto 
them, meerly and only, becaule they 
were found in the footſteps of their 
Fathers ? And how does this opinion 
that makes the Sons not only to bear 
the Iniquity of their Fathers, under 
the Goſpel, but alſo to bear it- ten 
times longer, than eyer it was threat- 
ned under the Law it ſelf: How (I 
{ay) doth this opinion in the leaſt 

ſeem 
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ſeem to agree with that Prophecy of 
Ezekiel above-cited ? 


Os. 18. How ſays Chriſt, The 
Father judgeth no Man, but bath com- 
mitted all Fudgment tothe Son, John 5. 
22 ? Did not the Father then nndec 
the Law judge Men ? Or is it aot ſo 
ſaid comparatively, viz. becauſe the 
Judgment of the Father, for the 
Tranſgreſſions in thoſe times of lg- 
norance, compared with that more 
ſevere Judgment, with which the Son 
ſhould judge them, viz. the ſame 
Perſons now living again (ſee Hebr. 
10. 29.) for their having tejected 
the offer of God's Grace and Mercy, 
thtough the death of his Son in the 
Goſpel diſpenſation, is (as it were) 
now no judgment (becauſe remove- 
able now, through Faith in the Blood 
of his Son) compared to that, where- 
with the wilful RejeCters of that of- 
fer of Mercy and Salyation, through 
Faith in his Blood, ſhould be judged, 
becauſe that ſhould abide for ever ? 
And that for that Tranſereſſion, there 
remained no more Sacrifice, Hebr. 10. 
26, 27? 


Qr. I9. 


14 QUERIESconcerning the 


94.19.And donot theſe Words of _ 

Chrilt hold this clearly forth, oz. 
where he ſaith, Mat.12.31. All man- 
ner of Sin,and Blaſphemy ag ainſt the Son 
of Man,ſhall be forgiven unto Men ;, but 
he that blaſphemeth againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this World, nor inthe World 
ro come. Do not theſe words clearly 
hold forth, that rill after the Reſure 
rection of Chriſt, and the more ple- 
nary Pouring - forth of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon all the World (Fobs 16. 
8.) that they might be ſaved, none 
had ſo blaſphemed againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, that they could notibe par- 
doned in that World, there called, 
the World to come ;, and conlequently, 
that the Sins of all Mankind from 
the beginning of the World, rill 
that Diſpenſation of the Grace and 
Mercy of God in Chriſt, and the fo 
iving of his Spirit (even the Sins of 
Cain and Eſau, and of all that died in 
their Sins, before the Death of Chriſt, 
as an Offering for the Sins of the 
whole World, were now pardonable 
in this diſpenſation, if they did but 
now at laſt receive the tender of 

God's 
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God's Grace and Mercy, preached 
and confirmed by the Death of 
Chriſt, and applyed unto them by 
the Holy Gholt ? 


Qua. 20, Doth not Chriſt's Prayer 
vpon the Croſs, for his Enemies, for 
his Perſecutors, for the yery Prieſts, 
Scribes and Phariſees, (as in Luke 23. 
34.) Clearly evince this, That though 
they blaſphemed againſt him, and 
out of great envy and malice fallly 
accuſed him ; yet all they did againſt 
him was pardonable, for which cauſe 
he alfo ſaid, Father. forgsve them, for 
they know not what they do ? 


4.21, Was it not for this cauſe 
that Parl ſaid in 2 Cor. 5. 19. God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the World unto 
binſelf, not imputing Treſpaſkes uaco 
them? And was not Chriſt made a 
Propitiation for the Remiſſion of 
Sins that were paſt, thorough the 
forbearance of God, Rom. 2, 25 ? 
And was it not by means of the death 
of Chriſt, that _there was a Redem- 
ptton of the - Tranſgreſſions under 
the firſt T<ltament to all that belie- 
ved ? +. 9. 15. Now what' were 
thele 


$ * 
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theſe Sins, and Tranſgreſſions, but 
the Sins of all Mankind from the be- 
ginning, and conſequently the very 
Sins in which many thouſands dyed, 
and which lay ſtill upon them, until 
they were now taken off, thorough 
Faith in Chriſt, from as many as be« 
lieyed ? 


Qs. 22, Did not Chriſt dye for all 


Men, and conſequently for Cain, 
Eſau, and Judas ? Were not then all 
their Sins pardonable, being really 
paſt before Chriſt ſuftered, and ſo 
Tranſgreſſions under the firſt Cove- 
nant, according to Rom. 3. 25. and 


» br. g. 15. above mentioned ? 


» Ou. 23. Though the Death of 
Chriſt was beyond all doubt of force 
unto the Remiſſion of the Sins of all 
thoſe, to whom it was by God re- 
vealed or preached, and by them 
believed, even from the beginning of 
the World : Yet how could it be of 
that force to thoſe who (never ha- 
ving hadit revealed to them) could 
not believe therein as it ſeems not 
to have been to the generality of 
Mankind, until after Chriſt had ſuf- 

fered, 
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fered, and was riſen again from the 
Dead ? nor to a great part to this 


very day. 


Ou. 24. Wherefore ſeeing the 
Apoltle ſaith, Hebr. g. 17, 18. That 
a Teſtament 1s of no ſtrength at all, 
whilſt the Teſtator yet lerveth, whereupon 
neither the firſt Teſtament was dedicated 
without blood : 1s 1t not clear that the 
Death of Chriſt was of greateſt force 
to Mankind in general, after he did 
really ſuffer Death on the Croſs? 
Which yet doth no way dimifiiſh the 
force thereof, with reſpect to thoſe 
that dyed in the Faith, in his blood, 
and had by Faith Remiſlion of Sins, 
in his Name applyed unto them. 
Flſe how could David have ſaid; 


a7 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all Pal. to. 
that 1s within me bleſs his Holy Name z * 3: 
who forgiverh all thine Iniquities, and geyr.r 1.x, 


ealeth all thy Diſeaſes? and ſeeing 
their Faith was unto them the evidence 
pf things not ſeen, no leſs than ours is 
Now unto us: Is it not one andthe 
lame Faith, by which Believers were 
aved before the Death of Chrilt, 
vith that, by which they arc 
now faved,, ſince his Death, and 

C ſhall 
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ſhall be f{aved unto the Worlds 
end ? 


Qs. 25. Why do the Holy Scrip- 
tures ſo eminently diſtinguiſh be«. 
twixt the former Ages of the World, 
preceding the Death of Chriſt in the 
Fleſh, and the latter Ages of the 
World fince his Death ; repreſenting 
theſe as the only times of the ſo ſy. 
perabundant Grace of God, gene- 
rally diſpenſed unto all Mankind, for 
their Eternal Salvation, but thereby 
to magnifie above all Diſpenſations, 
the Diſpenſarjon of the Grace of God 
purchaſed by his Death ? as thoſe 
Scriptures compared, do not darkly 
hold forth : Where Fohr (1. 17.)faith, 
The Law came by Moles, but Grace 
and Truth by Feſu Chriſt , and Paul, 
Rom. 8. 3. that What the Law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the 
Fleſh: God ſending his own Son in the 
likeneſs of ſviful Fleſh, for Sin, con: 
demned ſmwinthe Fleſh, that the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law migbt be fulfilled in 
#5; Whereas, with reſpect to the 
Times before Chriſt's Death, he 
faith, Atts 14. 16, 17. That Godthen 
ſuffered all Nations to walk in their own 

WAY, 
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' ways, though he left not himſelf (then 


alrogerther j without aWitneſs. Again 
with ref] 8, to the ;] imes ſucceeding 
his Death, he faith elſewhere, 2 Cor. 
6. 2. Now & the day of Salvation, now 
zs the acceptable time. | hus allo we 
read, that the Prophets prophefied 
of thoſe days, as in which, The Spz- 
rat ſhould be poured forth upon all fleſh, 
as In Joel 2. 28. and 4 new Covenant 
be made with th: Houſe of Iſrael and 
Tudah, Jer. 34. 31. And David 1n 
Pſal. 68, 18. ſaith, That when Chriſt 
aſcended up on high, he led Captroity 
Captive, and recerved Gifts for Men, 
even for the rebelliows, that God might 
awell among them. All which and ma« 
ny more Sc1iptures which might be 
cited, do they not prove, that the 
Goſpel was not fo univerſally preach« 
ed to all Nations; that the Holy 
Ghoſt was not ſo univerſally poured 
forth npon all Fleſh; that the Grace 
of Gad that bringeth Salvation, had 
not fo appeared unto all Men to give 
the knowledge of ſo great Salvation, 
and Happineſs, before the Death of 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, as was reveal- 
ed after, when he had actually ſo 
ſuffered ? And was it not after his 

C 2 Reſur- 
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ReſurreCtion, that (as in Aarth. 25. 
15.) he gavethe Talents to his Ser- 
vants?-A Talent denoting a great 
Treaſure, and conſequently a more 
abundant Diſpenſation of Grace to 
Mankind, than was given before the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, which he ſig- 
nified by the Parable of a certain Lord 
taking a Journey, and calling his 
Servants, &c. Matth. 25. 14, 195, 
16, Oc. 


Qs. 25. And though we deny not, 
but do aſlert, that there was a Dil- 
pnſation of Grace, and that through 
Chriſt alſo, who was the Mediator 


eyxen under the firſt Covenant, unto 
the Gentiles, ſo that they, though 
they had not the outward Law, were 
not therefore utterly deſtitute of 
God's Grace; yet did not Mankind 
in general, both Jews and" Genmles, 
throuzh unfaithfulneſs, loſe that firſt 
Grace ? And was not this ſignified in 
che Parable of the Prodigal, who 
got his Patrimony of his Father, and 
went and ſpent it in Riotous Living, 
in order to whole final Recovery, he 
was to receive a new Vilitation of 
Grace, and the fattcd Calf my 
Lie 
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killed for him, and to put on him the 
firſt Robe, by 'which is Ggnified the 
Death of Chriſt, as preached unto 
Men, through which, that new Vit- 
tation of Grace doth come upon all 
thoſe, who by unfaithfulneſs had loſt 
the firſt Grace, Whence we are all 
ſaid in Joh. 1. 16. to have received of 
his Grace, and Grace for Grace, that 
is, a new Diſpenſation of Grace to 
ſupply the Grace formerly received, 
and through unſaithfulneſs loſt ? 


Qs. 27. What was the Fig-tree . 
Luke 13.6, that remaining untruicful 
three Years, was yet ſpared, which 
when in the fourth Year the Lord 
of the Vineyard was about to cut 
down, - the Gardiner interceded for 
it, promiſing to dung it; and if it 
did not then bring forth Fruit, it was 
tb be cut down, and caſt into the fire 
to be burat ? What were thoſe three 
Years? Who was this Gardiner or 
Husbandman ? Does not this Fig-tree 
betoken the Souls of moſt part of 
Mankind, amongſt both Fews and 
Gentiles, that had at divers times li- 
ved in the World, during the firſt 
Three thouſang Years, before the 

C3 Death 
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Death of Chriſt, and had in that time 
not brought forth fruit acceptable 
unto God (a Remnant only excepted, 
both among 7ews and Gentiles, who 
did bear ſome fruit acceptable unto 
God) who now living again in the 
World, in this fourth Year (that is, 
in the fourth ehouſand of years ) 
in which Chriſt, the true Spiritual 
Gardiner appearcd,vzz. towards the 
latter end thereof interceding for 
us, and laying his Body in the Earth, 
poured forth-his Soul unto Death fer 
as, toobtain the Grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that we. might be fruitful * 
Was there then not tome meaſure of 
Grace diſpenſed in thoſe three years, 
thatis, in the firſt three thouſands of 
Years, from whence the Lord of the 
Vineyard might juſtly, as he did, ex- 
. pe&t Fruits; ſeeing it's ſaid, He came 
and fought Fruit thereon ;, though when 
the Fig-tree remained unfraitful, ir 
was requiſite, thar Chriſt ſhould 
come, and give more Grace ? : 


. 28. Was not this very ſame 
thing ſignified in the Old Teſtament, 
in Levnt. 19. 23. by the Trees, which 
were for the firſt three years, after 
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they were planted, as uncircumciſed, 
which afterwards, when they had 
been in the fourth year circumciled, 
they might in the hfrh year lawfully 
eat of their Fruit ? Do not theſe three 
years of Uncircumcihon ſignify the 
three thouſand years, in which all 
Mankind, in general, lived, as in an 
uncircumciſed and unholy State, ex- 
cepting ſome few, as aboyeſaid, who 
did in that time bring forth Fruit ac- 
ceptable unto God ? And the fourth 
Year, does it not hold. forth the 
fourth Millennium, or fourth tho::- 


ſand of Years from the Creation, 


when Chriſt came, and circumciſcd 
thoſe that believed in him, with the 
Circumciſion made without hands ? 
And were not theſe Men and Wo- 
men, thoſe yery individual Ones that 
had lived in the former Apes, for 
the moſt part, in an uncircumciſed 
and Unholy State * 


Qu. 29. Seeing Paul faith In Rom.5. 
10. That God did reconcile us unta 
lmſelf by the Death of his Son on the 


Croſs, even when we were Enemies. 


And that Chriſt bore our ſins in his Bo- 1Pet.2-24- 


dy on the Croſs ;, Is it not hence moſt 
C 4 manifeſt, 
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manifeſt, that we muſt all have for. 
merly lived .in the World, even 
before the death of Chriſt? ( as 
ſhall be made appear hereafter) for if 
we never had any being till now, how 
could we at that time be enemies ? 
And how could Chriſt bear our ſins 
in his own body on the Croſs, if we 
had then had no fins for him to bear ? 
And how could we have fins, if 
we never had being till naw, accord- 
ing to tie common Opinion ? Let 
this be well conſidered. 


Qs. 30. How is Chriſt ſaid to have 
judged ( as in Foh. 16. 11.7obn. 12:31. 
Coloſ. 2. 15. Epheſ. 4. 8. Iſa.- 45: 2.) 
the Prince of this World, and caſt 
him out : to have ſpoiled Principa-, 
lities and Powers, triumphing 0- 
penly oyer them upon the Crols ; 
co have led captivity captive : to 
have broken the gates of Braſs, and 
bars of Iron: and by the blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant to haye ta- 
ken the Priſoners out of the Pit, 
wherein was no water, as In Zech.g. 
11. if by his death he had not made 
{uch a conqueſt over Saian, as that 
he broke open his Priſon, and ſet 

open 
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open the doors unto all that had 
been his Captives from the'beginning 
of the World, and that died in that 
ſtate ; that ſo all mankind that had 
before his death lived and dyed in 
their fius, might now receive by 
his death a fair opportunity of be- 
ing redeemed, or delivered from 
Satans power, and of becoming the 
{crvants and children of God, 
thorough faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? and 
was it not upon this account, that 
the Scripture ſaith in ſasah 16.1,2. 
That Chriſt was anointed to pro- 
claim liberty to the Captives, and 
the opening of -the Priſon doors to 
them that are bound, that 1s, to 
all that had from the beginning lived 
inthe World? Andis it not aleſ(- 
ſening of the virtue and extent of 
Chriſts death, to limit it to the men 
of that and ſucceeding generations 
only, thereby wholly ſecluding thoſe 
of all preceeding generations, as if 
Chriſt had not dyed for them ; when 
the Scripture plainly ſaith, He taſted 
death for every man? 


2». 31. How aretheſe words of 
the Apoſtle Paxl, 1 Pet. 2. 10. to be 
underſtood. 


—— —_ — 
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pnderitood. You which 1n times paſt 
were not a people, and had not obtained 
mercy,vnt now are the people of God,&Cc. 
and thoſe of the Apoſtle Paul, Ro- 
mans 11. 30. ' For as ye un times paſt 
have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy thorough their unbelief : 
even ſo have theſe alſo now not be- 
lieved, &c. and in Epheſ. 2.2. 3. 11s 
What are thoſe times paſt here men- 
tioned ? are they only the few 
years, which they had lived then 
1 the World, according to the com- 
mon opinion, before their convyerſi- 
on ? or do they not rather ſignifhe the 
whole time of ignorance,and unbelief 
wherein they formerly, or in times, 
(that is, Ages) palt, had lived, and 
that for divers hundred of years in 
divers Ages of the World by palt : 
when the Gentiles in the time of 
the Law and the Prophets were not 
accounted the people of God: but 
now under the Goſpel diſpenſation 
are made the people of, God, and 
ſellow-heirs and partakers of the 
ſame precious promiſes with the 
And for any to un- 


derſtand this onlyof the Gept:les then 
living, and of them that ſhould 
ſucceed, 
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ſucceed, ſecluding from the pro- 
miſes all the generations of the 
Gentiles preceding Chriſts death 3 
doth not that eclipſe the glory, and 
cxtenuate the greatneſs of that my- 
ſtery mentioned by the Apoſtle 
Paul, Epheſ.3. 6. That- the Gentiles 
ſhould be fellow heirs, and of the ſame 
tody, and partakers of his promiſe in 
Chriſt by the Goſpel. To ſay that 
God denyed this Grace to all the 
Gentiles, in all Generations before 
Chrilt, and that they ſhould never 
be born into the World again, to 
hear this glad tings of this pro- 
miſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel: is not 
this to limit the grace of God,and to 
render it particular, which is Uni- 
verſal ; and God himſelf - Partial; 
with whom there is no reſpeft of per- 
ſons ?_. For that this Grace ſhewn to 
mankind, after the death of Chriſt, 
was not made known in former 
Ages to the Sons of men univerſally, 
as it was then revealed unto the 
Holy Prophets and Apoſtles by the 
Spirit; Paul ſaith very expreſly, 
Epheſ. 3.5. For though it was rIe- 
vealed in former Ages to the Pro- 
phets and people of 1f-ael, and to 
| {ome 
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ſoine of the Gentiles, yet it was 
not ſo made kaown to all men; 
but it was the work of the Apoltles 
fince the death of Chriſt ro make 
all men ſee, what is the fellowſhip of 
themyſtery,which from the beginning 
of the World hath been hid in God? 


Q4. 32. Howaretheſe'words of 
the Apoſtle Peter to be underſtood, 
1 Pet. 3. 18, 19, 20. For Chriſt al- 
fo hath once ſuffered, the juſt for the un- 
juſt, that he might 'bring ws to God 
being put to death in the fleſh, but 
quickred by the ſpirit, by which alſo 
be went, and preachcd togthe ſpirits 
77 priſon, which Jometim Were asſ- 
obedient y when once the long-ſuffering 
of God waited in the days g Noah, 
&c. Do theſe words aftord any 
| | ground for that Opinion, .that 

4 Chriſts Soul immediately after death 
7:18 deſcended ro the Spirits in Priſon de- 
#7/8E / Mi rained in ſome place,out of the Body, 
1.6 and preached to them,thatthey might 
$5 repent and believe? or 1s not this 
3% ir their conceit contradictory to other 
places of Scripture that plainly teſti. 
fe that there 1sno repentance in the 
grave? as, Eccleſiaſt,9.10.Pſal.6.5.38. 
Lo, 
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10,11. Beſides,the Angels preached 
peace on earth, but not in the grave, 
or in any other middle place; to 
which thoſe that dye intheir fins go. 


Fohn allo teſtified of three that bare 1;John 5: 
teflimony in Heaven, and three on 1,8. _ 


Earth but we find no record of 
the Grace or love of God being held 
forth to the dead, while out of the 
earthly Body, in any third. place, 
which is neither Heayen nor Earth. 
Abraham told the rich Man, at- 
ter he was dead, in Luke 16. 26. 
that there was a gulph betwixt the 
place of torment, where he was, and 
the place of joy, where Lazarus was 
fo that none could pafs fram the 


one to the other. . Hence the. Lad- Gen. 28. x7 


der in Jacob's viſtion which ſignified 
Chriſt, by whom .men aſcend un- 
to God, the top thereof reached 
unto Heaven, and the foot thereof 
only to the earth, and not to any 
third place, where the Souls of 
the unpurged were detained. All 
which places with many more, do 
they not give check unto that Opi- 
nion of Chrifts preaching to diſ- 
obedient Souls out of this earthly 
Body ? Does not that common 
Opinion 
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Opinion allo as litre ſatisfie, v2, 
that Chriſts preaching to the Souls 
in Priſon, was only by the Miniſtry 
of Noah in the days of their life up- 
on Earth then: For are not the Apo. 
{tle's Records very expreſs, that the 
time of Chriſt's Preaching to them 
was after his Death and Crucihxion 
which ſome obſerving, haye endea- 
voured to expound thoſe words, viz. 
Which were diſobedient mn the days of 
Noah ;, not of thoſe very Souls that 
lived in Noah's days, but of ſuch of 
tne ſame Generation as ate fo like 
unto them for their Diſobedience, 
that they are ſaid to be thoſe Diſo- 
bedient Ones. But is not this ſtill a 
lenſe too forced, and too ſtrained ? 
What other ſenſe then remains there 
of theſe words, but that plain, na- 
tural, and genuine ſenſe, which with- 
out any force, ſtrain, or addition 
naturally flows from the Words 
themſelves, viz. That Chriſt did re- 
ally preach unto thoſe very Spirits, 
or Souls of Men, which lived in the 


| days of Noah, and were for their 


D: obedience drowned in the Flood ; 
who at the time of Chriſt's quick- 


ning, that is, his Reſurrection by the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, afrer he was put to Death in 
the Fleſh, did again live upon the 
Earth in Earthly Bodies, being ſtill 
detained Captive, or in Priſon, un- 
der the ſame power of Satan, by 
which they were formerly held Cap- 
tive in the days of Noah, until 
Chriſt (after his Reſurrection) did 
by that Spirit, which raiſed him from 
the Dead, ſo Preach unto them in 
their Hearts immediately,and by the 
Miniſtry of the Apoſtles mediately ? 


Qu 33. What Dead were thoſe 
mentioned 1 Pet. 4. 6. to whom the 
Goſpel was Preached? Were they 
only the Spiritually dead, or rather, 
were they not ſuch, as had been both 
Spiritually and Naturally dead ? that 
had lived formerly in the World, and 
were now again living in the Apoltles 
time, to whom they Preached, that 
they might be judged as Men. in the 
Fleſh,burt alive as toGod in theSpirit? 


Qs. 34. What Dead were thoſe 
mentioned by.Chriſt, Fohx 5. 25. that 
ſhou!d hear the Voice of the Son of 
God,and live ; compared with v. 28, 
29 ? Were they not ſuch as had Na« 

turally, 
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turally, as well as Spiritually been 
dead in Former Ages, many of whom 
were at that time living again upon 
Earth; and others ſhortly after fo 
ro live upon Earth again, to hear the 
Voice of Chriſt, that they might obs 
cain the Salvation of their Souls ? 


Qu. 35. Seeing Chriſt immediate- 
ly afcer the Parable of the Rich Glut- 
ton, Lyk? 16. 19. ſaith ro his Diſci- 
ples in Luke 17. 6. If ye had Faith as 
a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, ye might ſay 
to this Sycamine-txee, Be thou plucked 
up by the Roots, and be thou planted in 
the Sea, andit ſhould obey you. Can 
this be poſſibly underſtood literally of 


' a Natural Tree, and the Natural 


Sea ? Do any Sycamune trees grow 
in the Sea ? Is it not then worth the 
while to inquire what this Sycamine 
tree ſhould be ? And what this Sea, 
in which it might be (by the Faith 
of the Apoſtles) planted in? Does 
not this Sycamine tree ſignifte the 
Souls of Men, planted in a dry bar- 
ren ground, where 1s no water, ſuch. 
as was the Soul of this Rich Man ? 
And is not Chriſt the true Sea, and 
Ocean of Liying Waters, in whom 
alone 
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alone are all the Sprinz2s thereof, 
ſpringing up unto Etetnal Life ? Agd 
therefore did not Chriſt thereby hold 
forth unto them, that the Soul of that 
Rich Man might at that time be 1j- 
ving again in the World (though 
ſti} but asa dry Tree) and be capa- 
ble through theic Faith, of being 
tranſplanted into himſelf, the true 
Sea and Ocean of Life ? 


Qu. 36. Seeing that all the wicked 
and ungodly ſhall at the day of Judg- 
ment be puniſhed for their Unbelleft, 
and diſobeying of the Goſpel, muſt 
not allthat died before Chriſt was of« 
fered up, live once (at leaſt) apain 
in the Body, after the Death of 
Chriſt,that cheGoſpel may be preach- 
ed untothem, and they thereby have 
an opportunity of believing in kim, 
as offered up, for their and our Of- 
fences, and riſen again for their and 
our Juſtification ? 


Qu. 37. Szeing Chriſt ſaid, Thaf 
his Goſpel of the Kingdom, ſhould, 
defore the end, be preached tro all 
he World for a Witnels againſt 


them ; ls it not evident that all the 
D World; 
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World, that Is, every Man, that 
Ever was Horn into the World, from 
the firſt to the laſt, muſt have thar 
very Goſpel of the Kingdom, in 
which mention 1s made of the Wo. 
mans poyring Olatment en his Body, 


_ preached unto then, as well outward. 


ly as iawardly, before it can be made 
a Witneſs againſt them ? Compare 
Matth. 24. 14. with Matth. 26. 134, 


Qs. 33. Why is it ſaid, That Gog 
ſhall judge the World both Quick, and 
Dead, by the Man Chriſt Jeſus; even 
by that Feſuz of Nazareth that was born 
of the Virgins Mary, that was Crucified, 
Dead and Buried, and Roſe again, and 


that he ſhall condemn them that periſh, 


rato that place of Torment, if not be- 
cauſe they did not believe in him? 
And how could they ſo believe, if he, 
and the Myſtery of his Death and 
Reſurrection were never revealed to 
them, that ſhall be ſo condemned, 
and conſequently to all Men ? 


©. 39. How did Chriſt ſay, The 
Comforter, the Spirit of truth ſhall con- 
vince the W.rld of Sin, b:canſe they be- 
lieve not in me, it it were not _—_ 
O 
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| of unbelief, or not believing in 
nat Chriſt, or not receiving the Doctrine 
on of his Death and Reſurrection by a 
bat living Faich, through the mighty 11- 
ug lumination and Operation of his Spi- 
Vo. rit, was the main and great Sin of 
0. the World, which cauſed all other 
Ul Sins to be charged upon them: where- 
ade 2s to ſuch as do ſo believe, their Sins 
ace are thorowghly pardoned through 
y Chriſt ? And is it not on this account 
- that our Juſtification, and Salvation, 
is ſo much attributed unto Faith in 
the Scripture ? 


Q4. 40. What is Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is it a believing in him only ag 
he is a Spirit, Light or Life in our 
Heart ? Or only as he did outward- 
ly come sn the Fleſh, and dyed for our Rom.g.25; 
ſins, and roſe again for our juſtification * 
Or is 1t not rather, a believing in him 
and a receiving of him in both Re- 
ſpets, not dividing Chriſt, but re- 
celving him wholly, both as he came 
outwardly, with all the Bleſſings and 
, Benefits accruing thereby, and as he 

"F came, and daily cometh inwardly as 
"| a Light, Life, and quickning Spirir 
> | into our Hearts ? 

| D 2 Qu. 41- 
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O24. 41. Seetng the Scripture ex- 
preily ſaith, That God hath ſer forth 
the Lord J:ſus ro be 4 propitiation tho- 
rough Faith in his blood, Rom. 3. 25. 
are we not as wel] to believe in the 
Blood of Criſt as in his Light ? And 
as well in his Light, as in his Blood, 
as Chriſt hath expreſly taught? And 
this Blood; ts 1t not that very blood 


;- Which was ſhed upon the Crofs ? And 


can any ever obtain Erernal Salvati- 
on, but by Faivh in that blood ? And 
can any have Faith m it, ro whom it 
was nevet revealed, nor preached ? 


©D4. 42. Doth not the Scripture 
fcem co make it abſolutely neceſlary 
to the Salvation of al} Men, to con» 
feſs with their Months, and believe 
with their hearts that God hath rai. 
ſed him from the dead, Rom. 10. 9 ? 
And did not the Apoſtles preach this, 
as a great and main Article of Faith, 
That Chriſt died for the ſims of the 
World, and That Remiſhon of their 
Sins was by his blood as they came to 
believe in him, that gave it for them ? 


£4. 43. Is not this Hypotheſis (by 
w hich the Souls | of the Uprighc 
among 
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among the Gentzles, that lived up to 
the meaſure of Light and Grace dif- 
penſed to them by God, are made ta 
reſt after Death in reward of their 
faichfulneſs) more ſafe than that 
which damns them all eternally for 
wagt of Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, 
which was never revealcd to them : 
And on the other hand (by which 
they are mace to live again under the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, in order 
to their Eternal Salvation) much 
more conſonant to Scripture, than 
that Dottrine, which aſſerts their 
Eternal Salvation, without any ex- 
preſs Belief in Chriſt, as coming and 
ſuffering in the fleſh for our ſins, 
which the Scripture lays ſo great 
ſtreſs on? And is not this the ſafe 
middle way betwixt both, in which 
the Principle of Univerſal Redem- 
ption, Love, and Grace is moſt firms 
ly eſtabliſhed upon Scripture Founda: 
tion without all fear, or ſuſpicion of. 
Introducing Pagamſm, on the one 
hard, or making God a hard Maſter, 
or Reſpefter of Perſons on the 

other hand? 
Qu, 44. Was is apy way needful 
thar all thoſe ſhould live again in the 
D 3 World, 
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QUERIE Sconcernin? the 


World, who belieyed in Chriſt to 
come, and had in ſome mealure, the 
Myſtery of his Death and Relurre- 
tion opened unto them ? or rather, 
are not all ſuch fairhful Souls to reſt 
with the Lord, out of the Body, une 
til the appointed time of God, for 
their ariſing and liviug again ar the 
end of days, every one in his order ? 
Save only ſome few, who, for ſome 
extraordinary Service, and Bleſſing 
ro Mankind, are ſent again into the - 
World, to live therein for a Seaſon 
before that time ? 


£4. 45. Seeing that Chriſt did ex- 
preſly ſay of 7obn the Baptiſt. Mat. 11. 
14. that he was El:as, and that it was 
expreſly foretold by the Prophet Mu- 
lachy 4. 5- that Elias ſhould come, and 
be the Meſſenger that fhould prepare 
the way of the Lord ; Is it not more 
ſafe to believe that Job» rhe Baptiſt 
was indeed Elias, than to go from 
the plain words of the Scripture, to 
another Senſe and [Interpretation of 
Man's Invention, which no Man dares 
ſay, that he hath received from the. 
Lord? And except that could in 
Truth be faid, that the Myſtical or 
| | © bigurae 
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figurative fenſe cf any place is gt- 
ven us by the ſame Spiric, by which 
the Scripture-it ſelf was given-(which 
few in this Age pretend to) is it noc 
more {afe to adhere to theplain words 
of Scripture, than to deſtroy the Li- 
teral ſenſe, and intioduce only a ſelt- 
fancied myſtical one inſtead thereof ? 


Q4.46.Beſides,why didChriſt ſayof 
7oba the Baptiſt, { hat there was none 
born of a Woman greater than he ? 
Was it not becauſe. he was indeed 
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Elia 4 than whom (all Circumſtan- ,, 


ces conſidered there was none greater ; ,, 


born of a Woman ? 


Qu. 47» When John ſaid, He was John 1.21, 


not Elias, was It becauſe he really 
was not ſo, though Chrrſt had ſaid he 
was ? Or was It becauſe though he 
was ſo, yet he knew it not? Or, 
was it not, becauſe he knew he 
he was yet to come a third time, ac- 
cording tothe words of Chriſt, Mar. 
I7- 12. and that the Jews put their 
queſtion concerning that third co- 
ming of Eltas, or Eli;z44 (which Name 
ſignttes che Lord God) in which he 
ſhould according to the import of 

D 4 that 
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OUVERTES concerning the 


that Name, work great Miracles for 
the bringing the Jews and People of 
Iſrael to believe in Chriſt, which in 
that preſent Adminiſtration he was 
not to do, and unto which his pre- 
ſent Name, John,did no ways anſwer ? 
Shall we ſuppoſe that John contradi- 
Red Chriſt, or is it not clear, that 
as Chriſt ſaid that Joha was Elias,and 
that Elias was now already come, for 
a ſecond time; ſo he allo ſaith, after 
his death or ſecond departure, he, 

Elias, was yet to come a third time, 

and then ſhould reſtore all things? 
Was this fulfilled in that coming'of 


Elias under that Diſpenſatien and. 


Name of Johz( which ſignifies Grace)? 
Or is it to this day fulfilled ? Are all 
things reſtored? Oh how far is it 
trom thence ! Is he not then ſtil] to 
come? And is it to be wondred at, 
that the Jews ſhould mean of this laſt 
coming of Elias, in which he ſhould 
be the Reſtorer of all things, againſt 
the ſecond coming of the Meſſias, ſee- 
ing they underſtood all the Scriptures 
concerning that coming of the Meſſizs 
ro reign in glory; or that John know- 
ing that they meant it of that coming, 
ſhould ſay, I am not Elias, That is, 
I am 
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Iam not he of whom you enquire 
or thoſe things you expect to be fulfil- 
Icd in Elias, ſhall not now he fulfilled 


/ in my Perſon, who in this Diſpenſa- 


tion am Fohn,aDiſpenſation of Grace 
unto you, but not Elias or Elijah, that 
ſhall work thoſe great and mightyMi- 
racles in order to the reſtoring of all 
things ? Compare Matr.1 1. 14. with 
Matt. 17. 11, 12. and lee if it be not 
ſafer totake the words ofChriſt plain- 
ly as heſpake them,thanraſhly to over. 
throw the plain Literal ſenſe of them? 


24. 48. Thoſe great and maai- 
fola promiſes given by God to the 
Zews. and People of 1ſ-ael, which 


were only to be fulfilled in” the laſt 


days afrer Chriſts coming in the 
fleſh, and are not as yet fulfilled, 
did and doth not concern the whole 
Body of that People, even all the 
natural Branches ; and not rhe Fa- 
thers only, with ſecluſion of their 
Children, nor the Children only, 
excluding their Fathers, but com- 
pcehending the whole ſtock and race 
of them, according to theſe words 
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of Peter, The promiſes are unto you, Atts 2. 35, 


and to your Children. And did not 
t-e 
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QUERIES comerning the 


the Prophets alſo thus prophelie; 
and particularly Exzech. 37. 25. 


Qu. 49. Seeing that theſe promiſes 
are to have their fulfilling upon 
Earth, and that many or moſt of 
thoſe Fews, and Iſraelites are dead, 
to whom the promiſes belong ; are 
they not tolive again in the World, 
in order T0 the receiving the fulfilling 
of them ? 


Qu. 50. Sczing the Lord promi- 
ſed by Moſes unto the Jews of that 
time, That he would raiſe up unto 
them a Prophet like unto him, 
whom they ſhould hear, &c. which 
Prophet was Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
raiſed up of the ſeed of David, ac- 
cording to the fleſh,not till many hun- 
dreds of years after thoſe Jews 
were dead and gone; how could 
this be fulfilled unto them, except 
they ſhould live again in the Body,in 
the times of the Goſpel,to hear, and 
to learn of that great Prophet! And 
if this was only to be underſtood of 
their Children, or Poſterity, would 
not e Moſes rather have ſaid, Unto 


your Children,or unto yourPoſterity, 
| than, 
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than, Unto you, ſhall God raiſe up 
a Prophet like unto me! And what 
matter of comfort could it be to 
them, to tell them of a great Bleſ. 
ſing, their Children ſhould receive 
by a great Prophet that God ſhould 
raiſe up unto them, in which them- 
ſelvesſhould have no lot nor portion, 
but ſhould periſh in their fins ; as 
donbtteſs moſt of them of that Ge- 
neration dyed in unbelict? 


Qu. 51. When began theſe words 
of the Lord to Abraham [ in thy 
: feed [hall all the Nations of the Earth 
be blefſed ] to reccive their accom- 
pliſhment? Was it not after that 
Chriſt, who was that Seed, had offered 
wp himſelf ta God, a Sacrifice upon the 
Croſs for all the Natiio:: of the 
World, giving forth commiſſion to 
preach this Goſpel to al! Nations, that 
thorough faith in Chriſt 7: ſus they 
might be ſaved? And wno are all 
theſe Nations, but the individuals of 
every Nation under Heaven, to 
whom the Blcſling (thorough Chriſt) 
ſhouid be offered ? muſt nor then all 
that dyed in al} Nations inuabehef , 
once Ive aga'n 1n the World in the 
Goſpel- 
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QUERIES concerning the 


Goſpel-times, to haye an opportu- 
nity of receiving that Bleſſing tho- 
rovgk him? 


Qu. 52. How ſaid the Angel to 
the Shepherds at the birth of Chriſt, 
Luke 2. 10. Behold [bring you tidings 
of great joy to all people, viz : That a 
Saviour us born unto you thus day, which 
i Chriſk the Lord, im the City of 
David? How (TIfay) is this good 
tidings of great joy to all people, 
except this Grace be ſo Univerſal 
as that all mankind, of all A» 
ges of the World, are ſo compre- 
hended there under, that they are 
thereby put into a poſlibility of 
Salvation thorough Faith therein ? 
And again, How can this be, ex- 
cept all that eyer hive, or ſhall have, 
lived in the World, ſhall at one 
time or other have heard the ſame 
preached, or had it revealed unto 
them: even Cain, Lamech, Eſau, 
and the very worlt of Men not ex- 
cepted, who dyed before Chriſt was 
oftered up a Sacrifice for the ſins of 
the whole World ? 


Qu. $3o How muſt we under- 
; ſtand 
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ſtand the words of Pau/, Gal. 4. 3, 


24334, KC. The Heir, ſo long as he is 4 
Child differeth nothing from a Servant, 
although he be Lord of all, &c. _ But 
when the fulneſs of time came, God 
ſent bus Son made of a Woman, to re- 
deem them that were under the Law? 
Do not theſe words import, that 
many who dyed before Cirilt came 
in the fleſh, and had not then at- 
tained redemption , were, after the 
fulneſs of time came, redeemed by 
Chriſt, as when, and not before, 
they firſt received the adoption of 
Children and the Spirit of the Son 
ſent into their hearts? and was it not 
of ſuch, whom the Apoſtle ſaid, char 
they were held as Priſoners under. the 
Law until the fasth came. Gal.3.23 ? 
And did not this ( with reſpect ro 
many, that knew nothing of this 
Faith > continue ſeveral hundreds 
of years, who therefore were to 
live again in the World, that this 
Faich might come unto them ? 


Qu. 54. Doth not the Apcitle 
expreſsly ſay, Rom. 11. 26. After 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall be 
come in, that all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved , 

al 
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QUERIE Sconcernins the 


and proveth it from one of the 
Prophets alſo, ſaying as it is writ- 
ten, The Deliverer ſhall come out of 
Sion, and turn away ungoalineſs from 
Facob? doth he not there, ver. 16. rea- 
ſon for the Salvation of all that 
whole Body of the People, ſaying, 
If the firſt-fruits be Holy, ſo # alſo 
the whole Lump; if the yoot be Holy 
ſo are alſo the Branches ? Does he nor 
ſay concerning thoſe very Fews, then 
living, who were Branches cut off, 
becauſe of their unbelif, who were 
Enemies as touching the Goſpel, 
for the Gentiles lake; that even theſe 
were notwithſtanding, as touching 
the Eleftion, beloved for the Fa» 
thers ſake, and that they ſhall be 
grafced in again? is it not then a 
{training, and forcing of the A- 
poſtles words, from their genuine 
and natural ſence, to ſay, thar jt is 
not the Apoſtles meaning, that the 
Zews that then lived, and were cut 
off far their unbelicf, ſhould, after 
many hundreds of years,live again, 
and be converted; but that he intends 
it only of their poſterity? For 
doth he not plainly write of thoſe 


then living ? and do not tus reaſons 
prove 


__ WEN 


Revolution of Humane Souls. .47 


prove equally the Salvation of all of 
them, as well Fathers, as Children ? 
and doth he not fay in Romans 9g. 4. 
The adoption, and promiſes, and Cove- 
nants belcng unto them ? 


Qu. 55. How are thoſe words, 
Rom. 9. 27. | Although the number 
of the children of Iſrael be as the ſand 
of the | Sea-(bore, yet a rentuant only 
ſhall be ſaved. ] to be reconciled with 
thoſe alledged out of Rom. 11. 26. 
All Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; but by dil- 
tinguiſhing the crimes: for ar thar 
time, and immediately after the 
death and RefurreCtion of Chriſt, by 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, byrt a 
remnant only, or fir{t-fruits were to 
be ſaved, and the reſt nor till after- 
wards, when the fulneſs of theGenti/es 
ſhould be come in? 


Qu. 56. How 1s Paul to be under- 
ſtood, where he ſaith, Romans g. 6. 
They are not all Tſracl, which are of 
Iſrael? did he mean that none 
were I{r-ael, but thoſe thar believed, 
as Is commonly thought ? but why 
then does he call them, Rom. 11. 
21.24. Natural branches, that were 

cur 
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C:4t -off, becauſe of unbelef,, and ſay, 
they (hall be grafted in again ? calling 
them Jſrael, verſe 25. 267 or does 
he not thereby ſignifie that there were 
ſore, who though born of Jewiſh 
Parents, yet were not natural 
Branches of the Antient Few:ſh ſtock, 
but the Souls of Gentiles, and that 
of the worler ſort perhaps, which 
ſhould not repent nor believe in 
Chriſt, though a reall opportunity 
ſhould be given them thereunto ? 
and was it not of theſe among the 
Jews, of whom Chriſt ſaid, s: ſhall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha 
in the day of judgment, than this genera- 
tion ? Mar. 10. 15. Mark. 6. 11. 


SS PPto£Koaos-. a... 


Qu. 57. Is not the converſion of Ty- 
745 propheſied of in Scripture, Iſaiah 
23, 13? ſhall not the people of Tyre, þ 
and Sz4on live again inthe World, to . 
receive that opportunity of repent- 
ing, which Chriſt teſtifies, if they 
had had, they would have repent- 
ed? | 


94. 58. Does not the elder So 
in the parable, Luke 15. 28. hignify 
the 7ews; and the prodig al the Gentiles, 

at 


or finally rejeCted ? 


Qs. 59. Donot the 36th and 37th * 
Chapters of Ezekzel, and many more 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
clearly hold forth the Converſion of 
the Fews, and People of Jſrael yet to 
come. even of the whole Houſe of 
Zudab and Iſrael? And how can this 
be, except they come to live agaia 


upon Earth ? 


Q-«. 60. Sceing after Chriſt had 
endeavoured to gather the Fews, and 
they would not ;, ſo that he ſaid unto 
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at whoſereturn to his Father's Houſe 
his Elder Brother was angry ? And do 

not theſe words of the Father to the 

Eldeſt Son, v. 31: All that I have + 

thine, &c. ſignihe the Salvation of the 

Fews ? Or how can theſe words be 
conſiſtent with his being reprobated, 


them : Behold your bouſe ſhall be lefe 


wto you deſolate, Matth. 23.38. be 


yer ſaid unto thoſe very Fews, v. 39. 
For I ſay unto you, ye ſhall not ſee me 
henceforth, till that ye ſay, Bleſſed #s 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


Doth he not hereby plainly intimate, 
that after a long rejeCtion, and deſo- 
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lation, 
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'60 _-QUERTES concerning the 
lation, they-ſhovld receive, embrace, 
and welcome - him with ' all their 
Hearts, as coming in the Name of 

the Lord? Conſider it; for how can 
this be, except they ſhall have a time 
of living again upon Earth' after that 
Deſolation. 


4, 61. The twelve hours mentio- 
ned 1n theParable of theHouſc-holder, 
Matth. 20. from v. 1. to 16. are thy. 
not-twelve equal parts of time, fron - 
the beginning. of 'the World, until j 
the preaching of the Goſpel after | 
Chriſt's ReſurreCtion :' which, a ; 
hath already been noted, was thelWl 
twelfth or laſt hour, according to thell þ 


4 bs 

ir joint Teſtimony of Fohx and Gp t 
vs Was not the Morning, or Sun-rifingW 
* | of this day, or firſt hour, the' fir] j; 

"8 333% years, the beginning offi A 


4 the World: Seeing the whole day nc 
was 'to contain twelye honrs, or four 
thouſand Years ? So thatran hour be 
ing the twelfth part of the'day, is to 
be the twelfth part of © four | thow- 
fand years, 'that is, 333% years? 
Does not then the calling ot ſome at 
the Sun riſing, ſome at the third 
- hour, ſome ar-the ſixth, ſome wm 
ni 
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ninth hour, ſignifie the ſeveral vari- 
ous Periods of Life, in which the 

fl ſame Soul had lived in their earthly 

ni Botics? And thoſe that were called 

«WF a theeleventh hour, were not they 

a WF the Gentiles, who believed in Chriſt 
as ſoon as he was preached unto them, 
and turned from their Ilols, to ſerve t Theſl, 

0-8 the Living God? And their ſtanding "+9: 

Ii 1dle all the day long, until the eleventh 

WW hour; does not this denote, their ha- 

mg ving lived, tHl then, in Vanity and 

ul Idolatry? And thoſe that had born 

«'F che burden and heat of the day, were 

4 not they of the Fews, who murmured 

he becauſe the Gertiles,that had wrought 

ne but one hour in the Vineyard,received 

FM the ſame Keward ? Now if ſome of 

| theſe'Fews had not lived ſeveral hours 
in the day, that is, in ſeveral diſtin 

ol Ages of the World, yea ſome of them 

a) near twelve hours, how could they 

uy ſay, They had born the burden, and 

X-F heat of the day: And then,- much 

WH leſs could they ſay ſo, if they had 

"Hf never lived in the World, and 

$? wrought 1n the Vineyard before, no 

al more than the Gentiles, that were 

ru not hired till then? Yea, how can it 

be YN be ſaid, that they wrought more than 

E 2 one 


2 QUE RTIES concerning the 
one hour, as the Gemtzles had done? 
And do not theſe words of the Lord 
[So the laſt ſhall be firſt,and the firſt ſhall 
be laſt : for many be called, but few cho- 
ſen.] import, that thoſe believing Gen: 
tiles which- were called but the hft 
hour, were really in God's account, 
as worthy, and ſome of them more 
worthy,than the Jews? Did not many 
of them more readily believeinChriſt? 
Matt.8.1o, AS the Centurion, of whom Chr:ſt ſaid, 
1 have not found ſuch Faith, no not in 
Iſrae!. And were not many of the 
1 Gemiles, the better Chriſtians, a more 
LE free, clear people, than the Jews, 
who, too many of them did ſtil 
cleave to their Jewiſh Rites and Ce- 
remonies? Wherefore ſeeing they 
a þ were as good as the Jews, and did 
it, þ in their one hoxr as much work, as 
bs the Jews in their ewelve hours (who 
{ indeed all that time did effeftually lit- 
the, though to themſelves, they ſeem. 
ed to have done much) was It an nn- 
| equal thing, or unjuſt with God, to 
"WH giie them the ſame Reward ? 


v.16. 


u Qu. 62. Why is the time of Man': 
Life in Scripture ſtiled ax hoxr, or as 


in the Greek, Jex, which ſignifieth 2 
Period, 
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Period, coming from 62a, to ſee ? 


? 

a I 1s it not becaule God gives untoeve- 
1M 75 Mantwelye ſuch Periods of Life in 
,. Ml this World, which together, do make 
1 WM vp che day of his Viſitation, even as 
6 Wl there are twelve hours in the day ? 

5 24.63. Seeing as Pſalm 90. v. 4 
J ſaicn, That one thauſand years is, in 


one ſenſe, as a day, whereof an hour, 
or twelfth part is then 833 common 
Years, and in another ſenſe, 4s 4 
watch of the night,, which contains 
three hours, which makes each hour 
to be 3334 common years, doth not 
the hour in the former ſenſe import 
the ordinary age of Man's Life ? And 
in the latter ſenſe, the twelfth part 
of the Time or Night (lo termed as 
already obſerved 9s. ; ) from Alaw 
tv the Death of Chrs/t: 


=o -ooQ 


©. 64. But ſeeing the Age of Men 
in this World, is not always equal, 
ſoine dying at (ixty; ſome-at fitty , 
{ome at twenty, ang. ſooner, if in 
twelve times living in the World, a 
Man has lived a thouſand years, 
though ar ſome times, fewer years 
1 20 {fan at other times ; comes it not to 
od, one at laſt ? E 3 an. 65. 


QUERIES comernin? the 


Qs. 65. Seeing the Apoſtle Peter 
giveth this for the reaſon, why the 
day of Judgment is ſo long deferred, 
2 Pet. 3.9. viz. That ſufficient time 
might be given for all Men to come 
to Repentance in, ſo that none might 
periſh: Is it not probable that the-ve- 
ry Reaſon, why the World was to laſt 
ſo many hundred years after Chris 
Reſurrection, 1s, that all thoſe Souls, 


thathad lived formerly in the World, 


anddyed withont Repentance,before 
Chriſt's Death, ſhould again live in 
the World, and have full time given 
them under the Goſpel-diſpenſation, 
to repent in'and be ſve ? For if Pe- 
zer had fo ſaid with reſpect only to 
the Generation of Men then living 
ppon Earthz might not the day of 


' Judgment have come within leis than 


an hundred years after that time ? 


Qsz. 66. What long day is thar, 


mentioned by the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 


10. 21. and by the Prophet, 1/a1.65. 2. 
All the day long bave I ſtretched forth 
my hands unto a diſobedient, and a g ain- 
ſaying People ! Does not that day cor- 
prehend the whole cin;e from the 


be- 
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beginning of the World, unto the 
preaching of the Goſpel, after the 
ReſurreCtion of Chriſt, and-ſo ſuc- 
ceſſively ; for ſeeing all had not one 
beginning of their day, is it likely 
they ſhould have one cnd ? 


04. 67.- Are not all the times after 
the Keſurreftion of Chriſt moſt pro- 
perly called the laſt times , becauſe - 
all Souls after the Reſurreftion of 
Chriſt, were ſucceſſively it the order 
appointed of God (and known only 
unco him) ending their Revolutions; 
ſo that ſome then living, when Chriſt * 
role from the Dead, were in their laſt 
Revolution, others in theireleventh;- 
others in their: tenth, - &c. and fo'- 
every ſucceeding hour, or''time of 
living, was to be unto many of them 
moſt certainly their twelfth and laſt ? 


Qu. 68. Wherefore doth the Au- 

thor ro the Hebrews take notice of this 

xpreſſion in Davsd, ſo long after 
the People-had fallen in the Wilder- _ 
els, and God had ſyorn, tha they 
hould ngr emer into bus reft, Heb. 4. 7. 
Again he limiteth a certain day, ſay- 
Ing in David, To ay, after ſo long 
4 _ 


Pal. 9 5e 
7,8. 
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atine, ſaying as it is ſaid, rbu day if 
ye will hear bs voice, harden not _ your 
hearts : Why (lay) faith he, To day, 
after ſo long a time, but to ſhew, 
that all that Tract of time from 14- 
ſes to David, conſiſting of ſome hun- 
dreds of years, was but the continu. 
ance of oneand the ſame day, which 
was further to extend to the Times 
of the Apoſtles ? 


Qs. 69. When God ſware in his 
Wrath, That they who tempted and 
provoked him in the Wilderneſs, 
ſhould not enter into his Reſt; did he 
thereby intend to debar them from, 
(viz. entering 1n,in all times to come? 
Or only at that time ? And is not this 
latter the more probable Opinion of 
the two, and more conſonant to the 
reaſoning of the Author of that Epi. 
ſtle, and other Scriptures ? For is it 
not ſaid, Hebr. 4. 1. That Frft, they 
had yet day and time remaining, even 
long after AMeſes, in David's time, and 

downwards to the Apoſtles. Secondly, 
That a Promiſe was left of entring 
iato his Reft, even after that Provo- 
cation, the words in the Greek are 
indefinite ; © Let us fear leſt a Pro- 
* mile 


<« miſe being left of entring into his 
© reſt,c,by which they reſtrajn that 
promiſe po us which the Spirit of God 
had left indefinitely, and as appli- 
cable tothem asto us: the word [us] 
being not in the Greek, but added by 
the Tranſlators. Thirdly,Did he not 
promiſe, that he would make a new 
Covenant with the very ſame peo. 
ple, with whom 'he made the old, 
or firſt Covenant, cven that whole 
houſe of Iſrael; and that all Iſrael 
ſhould be ſaved in the latter days, 
both Root and Branches, the whole 


' Lump as well as the Firſt-fruirs, 


Fourthly, It is not ſaid, He has con- 
cluded them all under wnbelief, to that 
very end, that be may have mercy upon 
all, Rom, 11. 32. Which being a 
wonderful myltery, he therefore cry- 
cth out 10 the next verſe, O che depth 
of the riches , bath of the wiſdom, and 
knowledge of God, &C. 


Qs. 70. Does not this Hypotheſis 
admirably evince the equality of the 
ways of God towards the Sons of 
men, by which all that dyed in their 
ſins, in the early times of the 
World ( wo perhaps did then live 
ſeyeral 


Revolution of Humane Souls. 67 


- 


QUERTES concerning the 
ſeveral hundredsofyearsat one time) 
were again ro live ſome time after, 
or about the time that Chriſt roſe 
fromthe dead? For ſeeing none did ' 
at. one time live a ful] thouſand years, 
what they wanted of it at firſt, they 
might receive at laſt; And thus 
thoſe that live (now the Age of Man 
is ſo exceedingly ſhortned from ſc- 
ven, eight, or nine hundred years, 
to feyenty, eighty, or ninety,) loſe 
nothing by it, becauſe they live as 
long at ſeveral times, as the other 
did at once? and is not this one pro- 
bable reaſon, why men lived ſo long 
at once, in the firſt Ages of the 
| World, ' vx. becauſe wickedneſs was 
not come to ſuch a height and in- 
creaſe,as afterwards? and conſequent- 
ly thar abour the time of the flood,” 
| whenwickedneſs did ſo abound in the 
World, that many were cut off in 
their Youth, and ſtill dyed young ; 
was it not their advantage fo to do, 
ſeeing they were to live again ? for 
when wickedneſs was come to ſuch 
;a pitch in the World, if one had then 
- known'they' ſhould have lived ſeven, 

eight, or nine hundred years at, once; 
would they not have taken more 

| heart, 
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heart, and boldneſs to have ſinned ? 
1s not the Lords care and love ro- 
wards mankind 'the more” magnified 
in his ſhortning the life of Man? 
and is not' his Wiſdom more diſco- 
vered in having dealt with men, as 
Husbandmen, and Gardiners do, with 
their Herbs and Trees, tranſplantmg 
them, and grafring them over and 
over again? and 1s it not partly up- 
on this account that the Father is cal- 
led the Husbandman in Scripture ? 
Thus all that lived before Chriſt ſuf- 
fered inthe fleſh(and dycd not in the 
Faith ) coming to live again ſome 
time ſince, and al} that have lived 
ſince, having lived formerly, all 
men ſhall haye had the advantage of 
the former and latter Ages of the 
World to improve and advance in 
well-doing. And 1s it not very pro- 
bable that all muſt have had” general- 
ly a Jong time to grow up in the 
Field;of the Wortd, befoee they can 
be conſummated; -ard-made perfett 


either in good or evil?” * And canfo. 


great and long a pomiſhimetc, as'the 
wicked are to cxpe@'at*the” day of 
judgment, 'come upon 'any, but ſuch 
as have” been-great and long ſinners, 

who 
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who by a long continuance in ſowing 
and reaping many crops of the fleſh, 
ſhall have heaped up unto themſelves 
a.great heap of treaſure of ungpdli- 
neſs and unrighteouſneſs,which in the 
end ſhall be burnt withunquenchable fire! 


Qs. 71. Thoſe ungodly men of 
whom Jude ſpeaks v. 4. Who crept 
51 unawares, turning the grace of God 
snto wantonneſs, whom Fade ſaith were 
fore-ordained unto condemnation ;, and 
2, Peter. 2. 1,2, 3. that their judgment 
now of a long time lingreth not,nor their 
damnation ſlumbereth. \Nere not theſe 
the very fame that were the falſe 
Prophets of Old ? now living again, 
and aCting the ſame wickedneſs over 
again? and donot thoſe terms import 
as much ? becauſe they had now gde- 
nyed the Lord that bought them, were 
not their 014 fins charged upon them? 


Qu. 72. Do not theſe words 1a 
the Song of Moſes [ Dent.32. 39.1 kil, 
and I make alive: and theſe words 
of Moſes, Pſal. 90. 3, 4. thou turneſt 
man to deſtruttion, and ſayeſt, Return 
ye children of men; ] ſignify this Re- 
yolution, or Return of Souls, = 

ri 


ried of in theſe Papers,to live in the 
Body again ? and not theſe words in 
Ver. 4. [. For a thouſand years in thy 
freht are as yeſterday, when « is paſt, 
( or as it 1sS1n the margin, when mar 
hath paſſed them ) , and as a watch in 
the Night : ] hignify ( as hath been 
intimated Q. 12.) the whole time 
of the Revolution of the Souls of 
men, from firſt to laſt, ro be four 
thouſand years, whereof each man 
hath in ſucceſſive intervals,a thouſand 
years to live in the Body : fave on- 
ly ſuch as dying in the Faith, after 
once having lived in the Body,do en- 


ter into reſt, and patiently wait until - 


the ficſt Reſurreion ? 


Qu. 73, Doth not Solomon teach 
this very doctrine of the Revoluti- 
ons of Souls in Ecclef. 1.4, 5, 6. 
Where he ſaith, as in the Hebrew it 
IS; Generation paſſeth away, and Ge- 
neration coming ag ain till its revolution 
be finiſhed? doth he nor ſpeak that 
one and the ſame Generation comerh 
again, that was paſled away ? doth 
not the whole context, and all the ſi- 
militudes there uſed ſeem to atteſt 
it ? Foris it notthe ſame Sw that 
goeth 
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|  goethdown, which returneth to riſe 
again? Is it not the ſame Wzrd that 
bloweth towards the North, that 
goeth round about and returneth 
| by his Circuits ? are they not the 
ſame Rivers that come from the Sea 
and return into the ſame again ? . and 
do not theſe following words ver. 9, 
10. More clearly confirm this Do- 
Etrine, where he ſaith, The thing 
that bath been, ﬆ u that which ſhall be, 
QC. and there 1s nothing that £5 new un- 
der the Sun: and yet adds v. 11.There 
#5 10 memoryof the former things, GC. 
which laſt words do bind molt of all, 
as will clearly appear: For how {hall 
we underſtand them ? was his mean- 

ing that there were no Records, no 
Chronicles,no Hiſtories, no Memoirs 
of things formerly done ? No ſurely, 
for ſome Memory of things paſt 
there was in Solomon's time. What 
remaigs then to be his meaning, but 
this, that though the men that then 
lived in his time, were the very ſame 
Generation of men that had lived 
formerly in the World: ( For all 

before that day had begun their Re- ' 
volutions, and none had ended them : 


as ſhall in its place be made appear ) 
yet 
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yet they-had no remembrance of the 
things, they had formerly done. in 
which ſaying, doth he not fully aa- 
ticipate an objeftion very rife in e- 
very mans mouth againlt this -Do- 
trine : viz. If men have lived for- 
metly, why then is there no remem- 
brance of former things ? ls it not 
ſo + oY by God for mans good, 
that he ſhall not at preſent have re- 
membrance of former things, till the 
time come, that the Books be open- 
ed, that every man ſhall call all for- 
mer things, that he has done, to re- 
membrance? Beſides, of what 
Weight can this objeion be to any 
man that ſhall conſider, that even 
while we continue in the ſame life 
and Body, we have no- memory at 
all of a many things felt, heard, feen, 
and ated by our ſelves, nor only in 
anr Child-hood and Infancy, bur af- 
ter we are come to years ? How mg- 
ny'doloſe theit memories by fits of 
ſickgels? How much more then, by 
rant ſo great a change as 
the diſſolution of Spul and Body,and 
the re-union thereof after a long in- 
rermiſſion, by a corporal Repgenera. 
tion, as being born again, and grow- 

iog 
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ing vp from the ſtate of I. fancy, ſhall 
the memory of ſeveral things be ob- 
literated ? 


£Q-. 74. Do not the four wheels, 
and four lsving Creatures,cach of which 
had fowr Faces in Exech. 4. 6. lignifie 
this revolution of Souls? Each 
Wheel containing the ſpace of a 
thouſand years; and the four Wheels 
making one great Wheel, or Reyo. 
lution of four thouſand years, and 
each face containing 333% years; 
which yet is in all but twelve Revolu. 
tions, becauſe the laſt of one Wheel, 
is the firſt of another ? 


Qu. 75. The difference of grounds 
or ſoil mentioned by Chriſt in the 
Parable of the Sower, Luke 8. 5. 
where there were thres bad Grounds 
and one good Ground, even before 
the Seed of the Goſpel-diſpenſation 
was ſowed therein ? whence came 
that difference, or what was, this 
200d Ground ? was it not the hearts 
of ſuch as had formerly lived upright- 
!y, according to what was made ma- 
feſt ro them, although they had not 
the belief of the coming of Chriſt in 
Luc tteſh ? Q4.76. 
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Qu. 76. Who were theſe weſſels 
of mercy which God had before pre- 
pared unto glory, Rom.g.23? Were 
they not ſuch as had had a being be- 
fore in the World, in order to their 
preparation ? . or how, when, and 
where were they thus ptepared be- 
fore unto glory? and what people 
(ſaid to be preparedfot the Lord)was 
it that John was ſent to make ready, 
but ſuch ? Luke 1. 17. 


Oz. 77. How are theſe words of 
Chritt in Fohn 4. 35.38. to be under- 
ſtood; Lift up your eyes, and look, on 
the fields : for they are white already to 
harveſt, &c. I ſent youto reap that 
whereon ye beſtowed no labour, other men 
Liwad, and ye are entred into their la- 
bours ? Speaks he not here of the N2- 
tions prepared by former Diſpenſa- 
tions to receive the Chriſtian Faith ? 
and of the Souls of many that had for. 
merly lived in the World, even a- 
mong the Genriles,and Heathens,who 


having receiyedthe Seed of wholſome 
F Doctrine, 


- 
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Doctrine, by means of ſome that had 
laboured amongſt them, according to 
the Diſpenſation of that time, were 
thenas a ready harveſt for the Ape- 
ſtles to enter into and to reap ? 


Qx. 78. How are theſe words, 
Rev, 13. 10, to be underſtood; FH 
that killeth with the Sword, ſhall be kil- 
led with the Sword ;, and be that leadeth 
into Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity: 
Here 15 the faith and patience of the 
Saints. Seeing we ſee many who kill 
with the Sword , do dye on their 
Beds ? and many who lead into Cap- 
tivity, remain to their dying days 
outwardly free * Donot then theſe 
words import, that, they ſhall live 
again, and then haye the ſame mea- 
ſure meted to them, which they did 
mete to others ? 


£Qs.79.Does not what is ſaid of the 
two witnelles, Rev.11.6. viz: That 
they ſhould have power to ſhut Heaven, 
that it rain not in the days of their Pro- 


pheſying : and power over the waters to 
#1 turn 
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inrnthem into blood,&c. plainly ſhew, 
that theſe ſhall be Afoſes and' Elias ? 
and did not Chriſt ſay, that Elias was 
yet tO come, and reſtore (all things ? 
Alſo, wherefore did Moſes and El;as 
appear with Chriſt in glory at his 
transfiguration, but to ſignifie ſome- 
thing of this myſtery ? that next unto 


Chriſt, Afſes and Elias ſhould firſt, 


before all others; ariſe from the 
dead, and aſcend into Heaven ? and 
are not theſe the two, who are ap- 
pointed of the Father to fit onChriſt's 
right and lefr hand in his-Kingdom ? 
and ſeeing the whole time of the 
Propheſying of theſe two witneſles, 
and their ſlaying, falls under the fixth 
Trympet, and that towards the end 
thereof; is it not moſt clear,that the 
one. thouſand two hundred and ſixty 
days of their Propheſying muſt be 
underſtood- literally, and not of one 
thouſand two hundred and fixtyyears, 
becauſe the whole interval of the 


ixth Trampet cannot contain fo ma- 


ny years. 
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Qs. 80. Is rot Fohn the Apoſtle 
to rite again to mealure the Temple 
and Altar, and them that worſhi 
therein, Rev. 11.1? and to iba 
again before many Kings, and among 
the people, Nations and tongues ? 
andto declare, what was contained 
in that little Book, which was 
in the hand of the Angel, Rev. 10. 8 ? 
and what it was that the ſeven thnn- 
ders uttered v. 4. which he was then 
forbidden to write ? 


Qs. 81. Does this Doctrine of the 
Revolution of Souls, to live again 
ia the Body, give any incouragement 
to people, to delay their repentance, 
in hopes of living again in theWorld? 
or is not rather by the ſaid Doctrine 
C ſoas it is here inſtnuated and quali- 
fied) all ſuch pretence cut off. Firſt, 
Becauſe, according to this Hypothe- 
ſis, it hath unto many been the laſt 
times, ſigce the death of Chriſt; aud 
this very preſent time ſtill is the laſt 
to many thouſands, who therefore 

| Cal- 
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cannot be ſaved, if they, this time, 
dye intheir ſins. Secondly, Becauſe 
any man, that now is called by God 
to repentance, that ſhall reject, and 
neglect that call, is judicially blinded 
of God, and given up to areprobate 
ſence: ſo that if he ſhould: live a- 
gainand again, he cannot repent and 
be ſaved, but ſhall only thereby in- 
creaſe his damnation ? would it not 
then be the height of madneſs in any 
man to poſtpone his repentance, on 
{0 ſlight and frivolous a prerence ? 


Qs. 32. Should not this Do&rine 


then, rather urgeall men to haſten 


their repentance, lecing if they re= 
ſilt the Spirit of truth in its gentle 
call, and tender ſtrivings in their 


- hearts, now under the Golpel-diſpen- 


ſation, and dye in that impenitent 


ſtate, they can no more repent, al- 


though they ſhould live again in the 
Body; evenas many for lo rejefting 
the ſame, in this life, are ſo given up 
into blindneſs and hardneſs of heart 
continually thereafter, and are to 
expect the full recompence of all their 

= & {1n- 
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ſinning againſt fo long a day of mer- 
cy, and after ſo many Tryals,and Re- 
volutions of life ? 


Qs. 83. What is the reaſon that 
God bath ſuffered the Devil ſo far to 
preyail over the Nations. called 
Chriſtians, that ynder a profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity ſo many thouſands of 
them ſhouid be ſo dark, blind, ido- 
latrous, and wicked, that they ſeem 
incapable of any amendment or re-_ 
covery, and that hath ſo continued 
now for above a thouſand two hun- 
dred years together ? is it not as Paul 
laid, becauſe, when the truth was made 
known to them, they received it not 
'#n the love thereof ;, for which God 
hath gven them up, even as at this day, 
ſtill eo belzeve lyes 2 1s it not more con- 
ſonant to Scripture to believe, that 
theſe very Perſons did live in the firſt 
three hundred years after Chriſt's 
ReſurreCtion, during which time, 
yet, the light of the Goſpel ſhined 
in much Purity and Glory : For re- 
jecting of which being jadicially 
plinded, they haye grown worſe and 
| NEveg: worſe 2 . 
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worſe ? Is not this (I ſay) more con- 
ſonant to Scripture, than to ſay, that 
this blindneſs hath happened unto 
them only for the Sins of their Fore- 
fathers, even to the twentieth Gene- 
ration ; Seeing under the Goſpel.diſ- 
penſation, it was promiſed that the 
Children ſkould not at all bear the 
Iniquities of their Fathers, but every 
one ſhould die for his own iniquity, 
and under the Law it ſelf, that Viſt- 
tagion was but to the third or fourth 
Generation ? 


Qu. 84. Seeing ſome under the 
Golpd-diſpenſation are ſo hardned 
and blinded,that they cannot repent, 
and that perhaps in their tenth or 
eleventh Revolution, Is it not appa- 
rent, thongh (according to this Hy- 
potheſis, or Doctrine) God be ſaid 
to endure for ſome Years with much 
long-ſuffering, even the Veſſels of wrath, 
although he give them a very large 
part thereof (as all the time before 
and under the Law) to repent and 
amend in: As alſo a farther opportu- 
nity under the Light of the Goſpel, 
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yet if once his goodneſs and Long- 
ſuffering under the Gcipel (which 
leadeth to Repentance) comes to be 
neglected and abuſed, the remaining 
part of that thouſand years of God's 
Long-ſuffering is unto ſuch, only in 
Judgment, to ripen them, as I ares 
in the Field, to be burnt; and to fit 
them for the greater Judgment and 
Condemnation ? And muſt not all. 
before the end of the World be per- 
fected, or ripened in the good, or in 
the bad ? And is it not for that cauſe 
that that time is called the Harveſt, 
wherein the Corn that is ripened mult 
be gathered into God's Garner, 
and the Tares be bundled up,. and 
caſt into the Fire? 


Qa. 85. Seeing the Scripture ſaith, 
Every one ſhall reap, what be hath ſown, 
and all ſhafl receive according to the 
aceds done in the body, good or evil, 
Gal. 6. 7. Rom. 2. 6. Is 1t not appa- 
rent, that all Children that dye in 
their Infancy, before they have 
wrought good or evil in that body, 
uſt cither have lived before, or 6 
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live after, or both, if their twelye 
Reyolutions, or hours be not. fini- 


ſhed ? 


Qs. 86. The Apoſtle's Exhortati- 
on to the Believing Gentiles in his day, 
to redeem the time becauſe the days are 
evil, Ephef. 5. 16. did it only reſpect 
the ten, twenty, or thirty years, 
which ſome of the younger ſort had 
miſſpent, and ſo were ta redeem ? 
Or had he an eye to a much longer 
Tract of time, even to many hun- 
dreds of years mil-ſpent, when they 
formerly lived in the World, in Ido- 
latry, and Paganiſm, compared to 
which, the reſt of the time they had 
now to live, although it ſhould be an 
hundred years, was but ſhort? And 
1s not ſuch a Conſideration as this, a 
ſtrong Motive to perſuade, and ſtir 
up People to be diligent, to work 


- out their Salvation with fear and 


trembling; and to mortifie the deeds 
of the body, ſeeing they have older 
ſins, and more innumerable to waſh 
themſclyes from, than they are aware 
af.” See Rom. 13. 11. 1 Pet. q. 3? _ 
Qu. 37. 


— 
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Qs. 87. How faid Fohn to the 
Zews, Repent and amend, for now the 
Axe 1s laid to the root of the Tree, 
Matth. 3. 10. was it not, Firſt, be- 
cauſe he knew it then to be the laſt 
hour or Revolution to many, who, it 
they did not repent, were now Cer- 
tainly to be cut off from any hope of 
another Opportunity in this World ? 
Secondly, That from that time for- 
ward to the end of the World, it 
ſhould be the laſt hour,or Reyolution 
ro one part or other of Mankind,that 
ſhould then live. And Thirdly, 
Though to others it might be bur the 
ſixth or ſeventh hour or Revolution, 
yet being called of God, under the 
Goſpel-diſpenſation, and refuſing,the 
Axe was to be laid to theirroot, and 
they at the time appointed to be cut 
down, and receive no more forbear.- 
ance, as they did formerly under the 
Law, when all People were ſo far 
ipatred, that they had an opportunity 
to repent for all by-paſt Sins : Where- 
as when - the Goſpel-diſpenſation 
came, who fo did not then "— 

| ut 
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but ſinned wilfully, after they had re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there 
remained no more ſacrifice for theit 
fin, but a fearful lookeng for of judg« 
ment, Heb. 10. 26, 27 ! 


Qua. 88, How is Chriſt ſaid to ex- John 1. 5: 
lighten every Man that cometh into the 
World, that they may believe and be 
ſaved : ſeeing there are many born 
Fools, or Idiots, and poſlefſet with 
a Deaf and Dumb Spirit; and yet are 
very unclean and wicked, and ſo dye ? 
Doth not all Divine Mumination pre- 
ſuppoſe and pre-require 'a Capacity 
of Underſtanding in ſome meaſure, 
in order to the improvement thereof, 
and without which it would be alto- 

ether fruſtraneous ? Does it not 

ence appear then, that all ſuch} as 
from the Womb have never had the 
uſe of their Underſtandings, have li- 
yed in former times, and been in- 
lightned by Chriſt, but are now, for 
ſome extraordinary abnſe of their 
Underſtandings then ſignally puni- 
ſhed, ſuitable to their Crimes ? And 
{hall not all ſuch, if this be not _ 


6 f NV ERIE $ concerning the 


laſt houry or that the day of their Vi- 
ſitation be not over, yet come to live 
again in the World, and have the uſe 
of their Underſtandings, and a D:- 
vine Illumination, as well as other 
Men-? 


Qu. 89. Why have the Jews and 
People of Iſrael, eſpecially the 
ten Tribes, for theſe two thouſand 
years and above, been puniſted with a 
Rejection and caſting off ;\the whole 
time of which Danzel ſeemeth, ch. 8. 
expreſly to ſay ſhall be two thouſand 
three hundred years, v. 14- ligniied 
by ſo many Prophetical days * Is it 
likely that the ſin of their Fathers 
ſhould lie upon the Children, even 
beyond the twentieth Generation, 
when the Law extends it not beyond 
the third or fourth ? Is it not then 
more agreeable to Scripture to ſay, 
that the whole body of that People 
lived formerly in the World, and 
every one of them aQually ſinned in 
their own Perſons: for which then 
they have been ſolong and ſo ſevere- 
ly puniſhed? Is not this the ſeven 
times 
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times puniſhing, with which the Lord 
threatned them under the Law, for 
their Idolatty under the Kings of 
Iſrael, which continued three hnadred 
and ninety years, in which ſpace of 
time all that People could live? And 
do not theſe ſeven times ſignifie ſeven 
hours, viz. leven times 3334 years, 
that 15, 23337 years, which 1s 333 
years more than Daniel mentions, be- 
cauſe before the expiration of the lait 
hour, or ſeventh time of 333; years, 
the Lord was again to ſhew mercy 
unto them ? 


24. 90. 1s it not plain in the Scrip- 
ture, that the DoQtrine of the return 
of Souls to live in the Body was be# 
lieved in the days of Chriſt, ſeeing 
he aibed his Diſciples (as Mark 8. 28. 
and Lnke 9. 19.) Whom Men ſaid that 
He was?! and they anſwered, That 
Jome ſaid, that he was Fohn the Baptiſt, 
fome Elias, others, one of the old Pro- 
phets Þ and that among none of the 
worſt of Men, or ſuch as decryed 
him as a Deceiver? Did Chriſt re- 
prove this Doctrine in it ſelf, _ 

Wi 


: 
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fancy, as many now a-days may be 
t00 ready raſhly to do ? Or does he 
only deny it to hold true in himſelf by 
his queſtion, Bute whom ſay ye that 
I an ? 


' £Bu.9 1. When his Diſciples asked 
him, concerning the Blind Man, that 
was born blind, in Febr g. 2. Who ſo 
had ſwned, be or bus Father that be was 
born blind ? Do they not evidently 
ſhew, that they believed that he 
might have ſinned before, and that 
ſor his ſins before committed he was 
now born blind ? As well as that this 
might have been a Jufgment for his 
Parents ſms? And how does Chriſt 
anſwer their queſtion ? Does he con« 
dema it as a falle Doctrine, in- the 
general ? Does he correCt their Sup- 
poſition as an Error ? Nay, does he 
not rather confirm the Doctrine in 
general, asa truth, that ſo it mighc 
have been, by denying it to be ſo in 
this particular cafe; ſhewing them 
that there was a third Reaſon, which 
they thought not on, which he tells 
them 


= 
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them was the particular caſe of this 
Man, Johng. 2. ſaying , Neither hath 
this Man ſinned nor bis Parents, but 
that the Worki of God ſhould be ſhewed 
in him. Does not this plainly inti- 
mate, that though this Man was born 
bliad neither for any ſins his Parents 
had committed, who doubtleſs had 
ſinned ; nor yet for any fin, that he 
himſelf had committed, before he 
was this time born, yet that it might 
have been ſo, for one or both of theſe 
Reaſons ? 


Qv.g2. What is that handredfold, 
which Chriſt promiſed, in Marth. 19, 
28, 29. to give in the Regeneration, 
to all thoſe that lefr any thing in this 
World for his Name ſake (when the 
Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory of his 
Father, and the twelve Diſciples ſhould "4 
foe upon twelve Thrones) and when ſhall 
that be? Does not this plainly re- 
late to the thouſand years mentioned 
in Rev. 20? And why is that time cal- 
led the Regeneration, but becauſe 
then all the Saints, which formerly 
lived, ſhall again be born into the 
World? £4.93. 
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x. 93. Seeing the Writer to the 
Hebrews in Ch, 10. ſaith expreſly, That 
the ſins of the People were not remit= 
ted, by all the Offerings, which they 
did offer up : but that chey obtained 
that Remiſton, thorough Chriſt's 
offering up himſelf; is it not very 
clear, that many, whoſe ſins were 
not remitted inthe time of the Law, 
when they lived in the World: many 
hundreds of years beforeChriſt came, 
and ſuffered in the fleſh, had their 
{ins forgiven them, aſter he did ſo 
ſuffer, by their then believing in him ? 
Doth not that Writer ſpeak that on- 
ly concerning the carnal and unbe- 
lieving Jews, as thoſe whoſe ſins un- 
der the Law were not remitted ? For 
who doubts, but that the Spiritual 
Belieyers in Chriſt to come, and 
in his blood, had their ſins as really 
forgiven then, as any ſince ? 
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Q4. 04. How are theſe words 
Hebr. 11. 15, 16» to be underſtood ; 


And truly if they had been mindful of 
that 


Revolution of Humane Souls, 
that Country from whence they came out, 
they might bave had opportunity to have 
returned; but now they deſire a beiter 
Country, that is an heavenly ? Of whom 
ſpeaketh that Writer this? Of. the 
Saints then liviNKe,Or of the Saints 
departed ? And whit Country is this, 
out of which thoſe Saints were de« 
parted, which they were ſo unmind- 
ful of, as nor to ſeek any opportunity 
of returning thither again, but this 
earth, which js oppoſed to the hea- 
venly Country ? What is their depar- 
ture out of this Country, but theit 
leaving it by Death? And whiat the 
opportunity of returiing (had they 
been mindful of it) but that of their 

living again” in the Body on earth? 

Apd why wexe they fo vamindful 

it, ſeeing it was a Priviledge of a 
that bad not dyed in the Faith, and 
i. ©1405 unto God, but this, that 
they dying in the Faith and Reſigna- 

tion,had already attained that, which 

the others were to attain by Faith 
and Reſignation inthe future time of 
their living in.the Body ? Whence 
they could have no defire to return 


to the earth, until that time, that 
G the 


& 
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the new Heaven and new Earth 
ſhould be come ?. 


Ou.95. How are theſe words to 
be underſtood, Hebr. g. 27. It © ap 
pointed for all men once to dye ? Do 
they hold forth, that none ever did, 
or ſhould dye more than once,as they 
ſeem to ſound, and are generally un- 
derſtood ? How then by 
again, whom the Scripture mentions 
to have ben raiſed from the Dead ? 
Did not they at leaſt dye twice then ? 
Muſt not theſe words then have ano. 
ther, a deeper and leſs obvious feafe, 
-viz,. T hat at that time yet, there re- 
mained at leaſt to eyery Man (after 
Chriſt's appearance in the end of the 
World, and offering up himfelf* a 
Sacrifice to put away Sin) to dye 
once, that ſo they might have the be- 
nefit of his Death, it through unbe- 
lief they made not themſelves nn- 
worthy thereof ? And is not this the 
Reaſon, why he ſo immediately join. 
eth theſe two together, viz, Chriſt's 
"being manifeſted in the end of the 
World, to put away ſin by the Sacri- 


id they dye: 
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fice of himſelf, and all Men being 
appointed yet to dye once, viz. ro 
ſgnifie the ſuperabundant Wiſdom 
and Loving-kindnels of God, in ſend- 
ing Chriſt at that timeto ſuffer, when 
no :one [Individual Soul had paſled 


thorough its twelve Revolutions, as 


ſhall plainly be made. appear? For if 
any hadſodone, how could hisDeath, 
to ſuck} i have been of any effect at all 
to.their (Salvation, or to the aggra- 
vation of their Condemnation ? 


SKIT A $61 Filly : 

Os. g6.. As the former Query 
feems to aſſign the reaſon; why the 
comingf Chriſt in:the flzſh was not 
to be later: than it; was:z ſo we may 
query, why he came; not ſooner ? 
For the Lord doth all things in Coun- 
{cl and 'Wydom,and to a certain end: 
ſome may ſay, might he not have; 
come a. thouſand - years or more 
ſooner .than he did really come? | is 
not the -reaſon hereof | clearly ren-. 
dred by the ſaid Writer to the ;&&- 
brews; viz. | becauſe that then , and 
not till then was the fulneſs of 


| Ages, which was the fitteſt time ? 


CG 2 For 
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84 QUE RIE S concerning the 
For did not God in his wiſdom, ſee fit, 
that Sin ſhould be. permitted to a- 
bound, and come to its maturity in 
full ſtrength, before that Grace 
ſhould ſuper-aboond ? was it not fit, 
men ſhould be fully ſick, before the 
Phyſician ſhould be ſent unto them, 
that they might love and embrace 
him the moge, when he came ? Be- 
hoved it not that ſome ſhould be pre- 
pared for him by former Diſpenſa- 
tions, and. Miniſtrations of the Law 
and the Prophets, under which Diſ- 
penſations they were, as the Apoltle 
reacheth, butas Children, under Tu- 
tors and Goyernors, and net come 
ro full Age? For even men 
do children uſe to receive their inhe- 
ritance till they are of full Age-toim- 
prove it ? But againzasa peoplewas 
all -along a Preparing to. receive 
Chriſt, when he: ſhould come ;, ſo 
was there not a Body a preparing for 
kim-to-come in according to;Pſal. 4. 
A' Body | hft thow prepared me. Aud 
vwikkc Body avasithis ? was it not the 
Seed of Abraham? and was :it not 
requiſite or needful, that that. holy 
Seed ſhould be as long in ny 

| or 


Revolution of- Humane Soul}, 


for men, as they in (preparing for 
him, whofe preparation was only for 


their ſakes, as he hinfelf ſaid ; I for Jon.17.19, 


their cauſe do ſanitifie my ſelf ? Again, 
was it not needful that heijn whom all 
the Nations and Families of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed, ſhould have part 
of their fleſh and blood ? Read the 
Genealogy of Chrilt in Zuke 3. and 
Matth. 1. How he came of T amar the 
Harlot, and of Rahab, and allo of 
Ruth a Moabitiſh, and of Pharaohs 
' daughter, that was Mother to Reho- 
boam ? and for the ſame cauſe was he 
not to come out of the ſtock and 
kindred of all the other Nations of 
the Earth none excepted, that all 
might claim an intereſt in him, as 
truly as the Fews, he having taken 
the fleſh and blood of all the Children 
of Men, as well as of the Jews; ſee 
Hebr. 2. 14. and did not this require 
the fulneſs of time ? 


Qs. 97; What Land on earth is 
that mentioned in the fifth corm- 
mandment, 'which' is called the firf 
With promiſe ?is it not that new Earth 
G 3 menti- 


Bs 
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mentioned by Peter ? and is that pro? 
miſe yet fulfilled? have not the days 
of all men been ſhort generally, ſince 
that promiſe was given. 


Qu. 98. Why did the Writer ta 
the Hebrews lay, that Abraham ſo- 
journed in the Land of Promiſe, as in 
a ſtrange Country, dwelling in Taber- 
pacles with Iſaac and Facob, as Hebr. 
11.99? Wasitnotto fignifie that he 
and they and their Seed are yet to 
enjoy that Land promiſed unto them? 
Or did they enjoy it then ? ſeeing it is 
faid of all them that bclieved, that 
they died in the Faith, not having re- 
ceived the promiſes, confeſling them- 
ſelves ſtrangers, and Pz{grims on the 
Earth ? | 


£4. 99, What promiles are they, 
which they that dyed ia the Faith, 
are ſaid not to have received ? did 
{hey not enter into reſt, when they 
dyed ? and are they not with the 
Lord? doubtleſs: yet do they not ſtill 


expect ſome promile to be ſylfilled: 


85 IS unto 
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unto them notwithſtanding ? did not 
the Apoſtles alſo dye in the Faith, 
not receiving the promiſe ? Doth nor 
Fobn, Rev. 20. tell us, what the ac. 
co:npliſhment of that promile is,even 
their living again athouſand years, 
and receiving their reward under the 
ſeventh Trumpet, even all of them 
both ſmall and great, Rev. 1 1. 15, 16, 
1731 8, I9 ? 


Qs, 100. Does not Pal hold forth 
a twofold Reſurrection, 1 Cor, 15. 
viz. a firſt and a ſecond? does he 
not ſay, ver.46. the ſpiritual & nat firſt, 
bat the natural, and afterwards the ſps 
ritual ? again in ver. 47: does be not 
call the firſ® Adam as he was before 
the Fall, the earthly Man? and Chriſt 
that never fell, :þe Heavenly ? ſee ver. 
43. Does he not ſay, that as we beve 
born the image of the Earthly ; ſo we ſhall 


bear the image of the Heavenly,ver.4.0 ?- 
But have any of the Saints yet born . 


the image of the Earthly, as he was 
befere the Fall? or rather are they 
not yet to bear it in the Reſurrection, 


whea they ſhall liye a thouſand years . = 
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on Earth? and all that time be fur; 
ther perfefted, and prepared for the 
Glory that is to follow : even as A- 
dam, had he not ſinned, ſhould have 
lived a thonſand years, and been per» 
fefted for a future Glory ? -- | 


Qs. 101. What is the firſt Reſur- 
rection mentioned, Rev. 20. F. Sit 
not the raiſing vp of the Saints to 
live on Earth a thouſand years aftec 
Antichriſt and | Babylen is finally de- 
ſtroyed? | Kt” 


B-. 102. Does not the Apoſtle 
ſay, x Cor. 15. 51. We ſhall zot aff 
ſleep, but we ſhall be changed, inclu- 
ding bimſelf, as well as others then 
living ? Now how could Paul ſay, 
that he and they ſhould be changed 
and not ſleep, if he had not expected 
with then to live again upon Earth in 
the fleſh,v;z.in fuch fleſh as Adaw had 
before the Fall, and thereafter to be 
changed ? © + a ed ard 


Os. I'S Je, 
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ſo £4. 103, What is that better thing 
Ee mentioned, Hebr. 11, 40. which God 


[+ had provided for us, that they with- 
ont us ſhould not be made perfedc ? 
are not the Saints deceaſed already 
perfected,at leaſt, with a reſpect to a 
freedom from all ſin? and yet is 


[3 there not however a greater per- 
0 tection than this attainable ? v:zz, to 
c become more holy, and more and 


- more repleniſhed with all} Divine Vir- 
tues? And Adm, if he had not ſin« 
ned, ſhould he not haye been forther 
perfefted ? Even Chriſt himſelf, who 
_— no fm, was he not ( as to his 
umane Natore) made perfotÞ thorough 
ſuffermgs, Hebr. 3. Om ' 


- +« Rv 


104. Do not theſe words of 
 Pawd [_ 1Theſ. 4. 15, We that re- 
main alvve wnto the comeny of the Lord, 
ſrall nvt prevent them which are affeep] 
plainlyimport that ficſt Refarrect 
mentione&? Or how ſhould Paxtre- * 7 
main alive unto the coming of the 
Lord, if h& hall not be raiſed up 
| _ £0 
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to live on Earth before that Go- 
ming ? 


Q«. 105. Do not theſe words 
of Paul | The dead in Chriſt ſhall 
riſe fr ff, ver. 16. ] hold forth the 
order of the firſt ReſurreCtion in 
which the Saints who dyed firſt, ſhall 
riſe firſt; the Prophets before the 
Apoſtles, and theſe before thoſe that 
ſucceeded them ; ſeeing in the ſecond 
Reſurrection they ſhall all be changed 
in a momentand twinkling of an eye, 
and all together aſcend to meet the 
Lord in the Clouds, and fo to be for 
ever with the Lord ? Compare 1Theſ. 
4- 16. 1 Cor. 15. 23.a0d Dan. 12. 13. 
only with reſpect ro ſome Particulars, 
there ſeems to be an exception : For 
if Moſes and Elzas be the two Wir- 
neſſes, they ſhall live again amongſt 
the ficſt, even in the interval of forty . 
fire years before the thouſand years 
begin, about which-time alſo the - 
Apoſtle Fobz is to live again, and 
meaſure the Temple, according to 
Rev 8 þ Is , f | 


On, 106. 


Qs. 106. Did not Fob believe,that 
 heſhovuld live again in the fleſh after 

death, Job 1g. 26. v3z. -in the firſt 
Reurrection ? yea, did he not believe 
that he ſhould enter again into his 
Mothers Womb, Chap. 1. 21? And 
why may it not rather be underſtood 
in its proper ſenſe of a Weman, 
than of the Earth, as commonly it is 
interpreted ?and admitting the earth 
in a ſenſe*to be our Mother, how 
ſhall ſhe bring us forth again? medi- 
ately, as now, by Women ; or im- 
mediately without Women, which 
is maſt probable? ? 


£24. 107. Do not the new Heavens 
and rhe new earth,mentioned 1ſa5.65, 
17,belong tathe time of the thouſand 
years to-come, according to 2 Per. 3. 
13, and Rev. 21. 1? and is it not 
plain, that that ſhall be a State upon 
earth; ſceing it is ſaid, v.21. They 
ſhall build bonuſes, and inbabis them, 
plant Vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
chem ? V, 23. That they ſhall ner labour 


— 
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$1 245n, nor bring forth fruit for tfouble,, 
for they are the Ted of the bleſſed of the 
Lord, and their Off-ſpring with them ? 
and v.20. There ſhall be no more thence, 
or, from that time, an Infant of 
; L m_ Old Man, ' that hath not 

ul # days. Does not this plainly 
Fe, rien. ſhall be ina, but 
that they ſhall not dye in Infancy, but 
fill up their full age both Young and 
Old, vx. the age of a thouſand 
years? And where it is ſaid, the 
Child ſhall dye an hundre& years old, 
doey not this only relate to the Off: 
{pritig of the wicked, of Gog and 


Aagog, that ſhall then alſo live- 


upon th= earth, and live longer 
than ordinary, viz. a hundred yeats, 
or more, and then dye ? 


Q«. 1083, Thoſe Saints that ſhall 


in that day be born, of Women, 


ſhall it be after the ordinary way 
. of Generation? Or ſhall it not 
rather be after ſome other way to 
us hitherto unknown ? Even as ſome 
do ſuppoſe, that if our firſt Parents 

pro- 


e 
? 
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propagated after ſome more noble, 
and excellent a manner, than now 


is done ? a 


B«. 109. Thoſe Saints that ſhall 
then live iv the Warld to enjoy 
that Happineſs, ſhall it not be oply 
the Saints that had formerly lived 
in the World, except pernaps, cer- 
tain Holy Souls, never before inha- 
biting in earthly bodies ? 


Qs, 110. And if the Saints guly, 
who had formerly lived in theWorld, 
ſhall then be bora again into the 
World, muſt not all Generation, and 


bringing forth of the Saints ceaſea 


full thouſand years before the end 
of the World ; and the ſecond Re- 


ſurrection, ſeeing all the Saints ſhall 
live at. leaſt a Goukine years upor 


the earth? 


s. 111, Who ate thoſe Dead 
that lived not again till the thouſand 
years were expired ? Shall they = 
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be all ſuch, and ſuch only, as ſhall 
fully baye ended their twelve Reyo. 
lutions before, and yet dyed impe- 
nitent, and continued to the yery 
laſt to oppoſe the truth, and perſe. 
cute the Saints ? But as for all ſuch, 
as ſhall not have finiſhed their -twelve 
Reyolntions, - before the thouſands 
years begin, muſt not they be born 
again to live and finiſh them ? 


Qu. 112. Shall not after the ex- 
piration of a thouſand years, names 
ly within that little ſpace mentioned 
Rev. 20. 3. all the wicked and un- 
godly; who' have finiſhed'' their 

relve Revolutions, be then born 
again to-live in the World? And 
are not theſe Gog and Magogs Army, 
the number of which (together with 
the addition - (perhaps) of certain 
Kpſed Souls. formerly inhabiting 
earthly bodies in this Wofld) is as 
the Sand of the Sea-ſhore, and ſhall 
they not be burned with fire 1n the 
conflagration of the earth atthe end 
of the World? : And after this de- 
ſtruKion of their bodies by = 
= : a 
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ſhall not theit Souls be tormented in 


Hell, for ages of ages, which is the 
ſecond Death ? 


Qs. 113. Shall not the Afllennium, 
or a thouſand yeats. degin in the year 
of the World five thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty ? ſeeing the Cap- 
tivity began in the year, of the 
World, by juſt account; three thou- 
ſand four hundred and forty; to 
which adding two thonſand three 
hundred days, myſtically ſignifying ſo 
many years, mentioned Dax. 8. 14. 
the whole makes five thouſand ſeyea 
tundred and forty, . which anſwers 
to the year from the- Birth, of 
Chriſt, one thouſand ſeyen kundred 
ſeventy and ſtyen ? 


Qs. 114. Shall not the fame indiyi. 
dual Bodies of the Saints (though 


many. of them ſhall be 'tarned, co - 


duſt) be raiſed again? For ſhall not 
every Seed have its own Body? And 
though it be not the ſame in y_ 
and manner of being, ' yet ſhall it 

not 
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not be the ſame in ſubſtance ? And 
is not this plainly implyed Rom. $: 


23, 1. Cor. 6. I3, I +4 


Qs. 415; Seeing the Apoſtle faith, 
1 Cor. 6. 13, 14+ That Meats are for 
the Belly, and the Belly far Meats, 
but God ſhall deſtroy both 1t aud them: 
That the body is not for Fornic ation, but 
for the Lard, and the Lord for the 
bady : does he not bere plainly di 
ſtinguiſh betwixt 'tbe belly which is 
tobe deſtroyed, with the Meats that 
arefor it ; and the body, which is 
to remain for the Lord, and - the 
Lord for it ? What is the Belly then 
for which the Meats are, which ſhall 
be deſtroyed, and the Meats with it ; 
but the Appetite apd Deſire, which 
in Hcaven ſhall ceaſe ? Apgaiqg ITeeing 
he ſaith, v. 14- and God hath allo 
raiſed up.,the Lard, and ſhall raile vs 
up by bis power, does pat this plain- 
ly import, .that the ApoRtle belice 
ved, that the fame body .1n ſubſtance, 
which dieth, ſhould be raiſed -again ? 
Which body, v.15. be calls the Miem- 
der of Chcilt ; Or elſe of what force 
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are his” Argumgnts, if altoge- 
ther another body in ſubſtance, 
ſhould ' be given us 1n Heayen *? 
Where then is the difference 
betwixt- the body and the belly, 
and Meats which are. to be de- 
ſtroyed, if the body mult alſo be 
deſtroyed & 


Qs. 116. Seeing it is generally 
acknowledged by all; that own the 
Scripture, that the Saints, who ſhall 
be living at the coming of the Lord, 
ſhall aſcend into Heaven, in thoſe 
very bodies for ſubſtance, in which 
they lived upon Earth, why ſhall we 
not believe that- all the Saints fhall 
have” their” own bodies, as well as 
ſome-of them? Seeing all had the 
ame Faith and Hope, and the- Re- 
rage wm fabſtance, 1s to be the ſame 
toallf . » 


Bu. 117. Seeing it- is generally 
acknowledged by all Chriſtians, that 
there ſhall be a ReſurreRion of the 

| H Dead, 
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Dead, and that ghe Dead ſhall be 
raiſed at leaſt with ſome kind of 
body, which God ſhall give as it 
pleaſeth him: And ſeeing we read 
1n Scripture that God doth all 
things by the Counſel of his own 
Will (not ſimply and merely by 
Will, but by the Counfel of his 
Will) acting in all things as an 
intellectual being, that doth no- 
thing in vain, but every thing to 
ſome end ? What is the reaſoa why 
that body, which in the ReſurreCtis 
on ſhall be given, is given, rather 
than ſome other body? For to fay 
that this comes to paſs by chance, 
and not for any reaſon, ſeems - moſt 
unreaſonable? And can any reafon 
be found, but that which determines 
it peremptortily to be for ſubſtance ; | 
ſay, the ſame Body, in which the 
Soul lived here upon Earth, and is 
not this the reaſon, even becauſe that 
body, and not a ſtrange body, did 
partakewithit, in its Sufferings and 
Afflictions, and alſo- ſerved and prai- 
ſed the Lord together with: the 
Soul, and was the Temple of the 

| Lord, 


» 
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Lord; as well as the Soul ? Is not 
this then. the reaſon, wherefore it 
is now raiſed up together with the 
Soul, to be glotified with 'ir; and 
partake in the-Reward, as it-did in 
the Obedience, Suffering and Ser- 
vice? And does not this equally 
prove the Reſurreftion of - the 
wicked, andthat in the ſame bo. 
dies for ſubſtance, in which- they 
formerly lived, .to partake with 
the- Souls, in; Puniſhment, as-they 
did in Sin, Pleaſure 'and Difobeds. 
ence ? 


£4. 118. How is that contparifert 
to be underſtood, '1 Cor. 15. 34% Be- 
twixt the Reſarreftion of the Body 
and the riſing of the Corr, after it is 
ſown; where he faith; Thou'ſoweſt 
not that body that ſhall be, bue:bare 
Grain, and God-giveth it a body, 
as pleaſeth him,- ahd- to every Seed 
tsown body. 'Dees- this 'Compa- 
riſon! hold in al} reſpefts, or ofily in 
ſome? If in al), ' then ſhall there 
not inſtead of one body that'is 
ſown, many Bddies riſe, and /thys' 
k H 2 every 


ico QUE RIES concerning the 


every' Man ſhould riſe with many 
bogje3 of diltin&t forms and ſhapes ? 
Ayd; is, not that: abſurd ? It the 
Gempariſon hold but in ſome re- 
ſpects, -then which are the reſpects 
in.whbich it bolds? , Are: they: not 
theſe, which follow... Fir, That as 
Wheat ſown brings ' forth Wheat, 
and ſo every Grain'its own 'kind 5 
io. the body of, Man, the true. body 
of Man. Secondly, As what is ſown 
cqnhiteth of two parts, viz. The 
pure..ſubſtance of; -the Kernel, -or 
Grain, which moſt properly is the 
Body, and the innex Husk or Shell 
that containeth it : The firſt of 
which does really. .xiſe, again, and 
becomes at leaſt a part of the new' 
body, bur the. other more groſs 
Part eigher remaineth.in the Earth, 
ot 3k; $1les, but falls off 'to the Earth, 
ang,at lait turneth g@&Earth (which 
thing./is demonſtrable in Graing of 
ſdperal-forts) fo the, body of Marr 
haha" - two. pagts anſwering -to 
theſe-twoin a 'greip of. Corn : . Qae: 
pars, more fubtilandi'rehned, which 
rathex:cleayeth tg. the-body, thanis- 
apart of it. +. Now'#his groſs part. 

ny may 


\ 
| * } - 


may be faid, indeed, to have/-no: 
ſeaſe, or feeling, 'of what belongs 
toa Man, no more than a piece of 
red Earth or Clay, which yet makes 
up a-great part of the viſible bulk 
of thar which is commonly call 
the body of Maw;' Does not thet al 
that which is properly the hoty' of 
Man, even all the Animal or ſenſitive 
part of it riſe' again in the Refarre- 
Ction, leaving bebind- (as no- part of 
Man's "body properly) all that-cis 
unſenſitive, and inanimate, even as 
the Grain rejefts, 'and' leaves the 
Husk to corrupt 'and turn Earth ? 
Thirdly, As that which riſes is the 
ſame ſubſtance that is fown, but hag 
more added unto it, whereby it is 
increaſed” in-ſubſtance: ſo the body 


'of Man in the Reſorrection, ' as it 


ſhall retain all that was proper- unto 
it, and want nothing thereof; 10 
ſhalb it have "more added unto ir, 
than formerly: And do not: theſe 
words of the _ plainly i 

as much ? ' God pivethtoeverySeed 


its'own -body;- and ' he giveth it a 
body, asit pleaſeth him,. viz, a new 
body is+ ſwperadded, which betnz 

H 3 joined 
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joined with the other part of the ſor. 
mer body, makes it not up an intire 
body ? Even as the Womans body, 
being made put of the Man's body, + 
to make an intire Wamans body, 
had more belonging to it. Fourthly, 
That as the grain of Corn that is 
ſown naked ariſeth not naked, but 
cloathed with ſomewhat new, that it 
had got before, which looks more 
freſh and ljyely: Sq the body of 
Man ſhall not ariſe naked, but, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, cloathed upon 
with the Heavenly and Immortal, 
Spiritual and Incorruptible body, by 
which, the body, which is naturally 
Mortal , is made alſo Spiritual, 
Heayenly, Immortal, and Incorrup- 
tible, through its participation. of 
that more excellent body, which it 
ſhall receive from God, according 
to the words of the Apoſtle, This 
Mortel fball pus on Immortality, and 
this Corruption ſhall put on Incorn 
ruptiop. And elſewhere; We have- 
an Houſe not made. with hands, eter- 
nal gn the Heavens, for therefore we 
ſab, defying to be cloathed with 
or Hauſe which ts from Heaven ; o- 
| that 
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that we would be wuncloathed, but 
cloathed upon, that Mortality might 
be ſwallowed up of Life ? 2 Cor. 5. 
1, 2 3) 4. Now do not many in 
treating of the ReſurreCtian, fall in- 
to Extreams in this particular, not 
fully conſidering Paxl's words; ſome 
pleading only for the riſing of the 
body, that Men have before they dye, 
Others altogether diſowning the ri- 
kng again pf that body, and alledg., 
ing that the body given at the Reſur. 
retion, ſhall be altogether another 
body, differing, in ſubſtance from 
the former ? But ſhould not both 
theſe Extreams be avoided? And 
is it not more conſonant to Scrip- 
tnre to believe, that the ſame body 
for ſybſtance is raiſed to life 
again, but aot raiſed a naked body, 
but moſt beautifully and gloriouſly 
covered, and adorned with a Hea- 
venly and Immortal body, that ſhall 
be its eyerlaſting Garment, and ſhall 
preſerve it for all ages of ages, pure 
and immortal as it elf is? 


9. 119. Of what ReſurreQion 
; H 4 (of 
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( of the Firſt or Second ) are theſe 
words of Paul to be underſtood, j 
Cor. 15-44 53. It ts ſown a natural or 
Animal, but it 15 raiſed a ſpiritual Body, 
and the mortal ſhall put on immortaluy 2 
1s it not of the ſecond Reſurrection he 
ſpeaks, becauſe in the fuſt Reſur. 
reftion, the Body is {fill fleſh and 
blood, a rcal Apimal Ready, but in 
the ſecond is changed to be ſpiritual 
and immortal, by receiving the cloa-, 
thing of the Heayenly Body afore- 
ſaid ? | | 


Qs. 120. Whence ſhall we re- 
ceive that heavenly Body ? ſhall we 
not receiye it from Chriſt? who faith, 
Fohn 11. 25» 1 am the reſurrettion 
and the . life, and behold I make all 
things naw 3; and be. that believes in 
me (hall. have, everlaſting life, and 1 
will , raiſe. han up at the. laſt. day? 
And' have not they who haye truly 
believed in him, and eat by faſh and 
drunk, his blood, already the Secd cf 
that Heayenly and immortal Body ? 
according to 2 Cor. 5, 4,5. elſe wby 4s 
we groan after i! For how can, we 

1 * groan 


Revolution of” Filiniane Souſt., UOY 


ſe groan afrer a thing, that, from a 

I promiſe, we have no ſence of, . no 

0), part of, no not ſo much as in a 

y. Sced? 

FT. | 

Ie | 

I £4, 121. When John ſaid, the Sea Rev. 20: 


d gave Up its dead, and, the grave and'3 
In death gave up their dead':. what dead 


al are theſe ? are they. not really the 
1s dead Bodies of men, which where- 
- ſoever ſcattered aſunder thorough 


the Elements and parts of the 

Univerſe, it is caly to the Lord, to 

gather together again, that all man- 
2 kind that have formerly lived in the 
{> World,may at the end of the World, 
Js he living again in the-ſame Bodies 
n | for ſubſtance, in which they for- 
ll merly lived, even although they be 
n not. raiſed up immediately out of 
I the Farth,as Aden was zbut by ge- 
? neration_ or bringing forth, in ſome 
y | reſpett, as men now are, viz. by 
' Male end Femalt ? | 
? 


þ Qs, 122. Seeing the Bodiesof the 


e | Saints that ſhall be raiſed up, oa 
610: 
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glorifed ( lo as to be made Hea; 
venly, ſpiritual and tmcorruptible ) are 
a real part of this Earth, ( and thar 
a conſiderable. part of it ) ſhall not 
then the other parts thereof, in their 
time and order,in the ſucceeding Ages 
and Worlds to come, be alſo glorified, 
and converted, or turned into the 
glorified Bodies of other Saints, which 
are to live in ſucceeding Worlds ? 


Q#. 123. If there be ſuch a Revolu. 
tion of Sonls,as is here queried about, 
why may there not alſo be aReyoluti-, 
on of, Bodies , ſecing the ficſt matter, 
orſubſtance of Bodies is incorruptible 
aad is not annihilated,or evaniſhed ? 


Qs. 124. Does rot the Soul, when 
it receives the firſt beginning of its 
Body in the Womb, by a Magneti- 
cal}, or attraCtive Virtue draw into 
it ſelf the particles of its own for- 
mer Body, whereſoever ſcattered 
in the whole Univerſe ? - Can any 
deny ' that a God' can giveunta the 
Soul ſuch Virtue, if it be but con- 

| {idered, 
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ſidered, that cxperience proves a 
wonderful virtue in ſome Herbs, 
Stanes and Metals, by which they 
do attratt fuch and. ſuch peculiar 
parts &r particles of Bodies, and 
not others ; whereof many examples 
might be given in Nature, of which 
| ſhall only alledge one for all, becauſe 
moſt known, viz. the Load-ſtone, 


which draws to it the duſt of Iron, 


ſcattered and diſperſed thorovgh the 
duſt or ſmall Particles of all the other 
metals,or other natural bodies,taking 
the one, and leaving behind all the o- 
ther? Hence we fee a wonderful 
Sympathy in things in the whole 
Univerſe, like drawing to its like ; 
and every thing ſeeking and draw- 
ing to it its own. And that not 
only as tothe kind of Species, bur 
alſo as to the very individual Par- 
ticles and Atoms, as we ſee in the 
Sympathetick Powder, which being 
bur "applyed to- a bloody Rag, 
though it touch not the wound, yet 
cureth it 5 and in fome Herbs, which 
at a Liſtance do perform many cures 
without any viſible application, 
which certaialy-is by ſome ſecret and 

invi- 
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Javiſble attraction of ſuch get we 
individual parts, coming from that 
as He Herb, ſo or ſo prepa- 
red ? | 


. 


s. 125. Is not thata falſe and 
abſurd, reaſon, which ſome alledge, 
why the ſame Body in ſubſtance, ſhall 


.not Tiſe again, or be joined unto | 


the Soul, to which it formerly 
had. been joyned; viz, | becauſe (ſay 
they ) the Body is not a living ſenſt- 
ble Principle, and fo pncapable of 
any pleaſure or pain in the laſt de- 
gree,, but only the Soul ? and fo the 
Body according to theirDottrine ne» 
ther receives adyantage nor happi- 
neſs by being glorified, nor unbappi- 
neſs, nor miſery by the Souls; being 
cormented in it ? 


Bs. 126. Donot all the Creatures 
of God live in ſome degree? and are 
they not allcapable of life more agd 
more? can any deador'upliving thing 
come.from.him, who is life 1t-felt ? 
Qr is apy thing (@ dead, but it. is: ca- 
pable of life? Qu. 127. 
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Qs. 127. Do not theſe words 
[ fear not them that can kill the body ] 
prove that the Body doth hive, as in 
att.10. 23, Forif it do not hye, 
how can it be killed? 


£2n. 128. Seeing it is aid in Sctip- 
ture, that God quickneth all things, 1s 
ir not then plain, that all things do 
live? 1 Tim. 6. 13. FE Þ-- 


' 2s. 129, How doth the whole rom. s. 

Creation groan, and travel itt pain 20,21,22, 

for the Reyelation 'of 'the' Sons of 

God, if ſo great. a part of it have no- 

thing of life or ſenſe? and how ſhall 

it be delivered from the bondage of 

corruption and vanity, into the 

glorious liberty -of the Sonsof God ? 

Orhow was it. tubjcted to vanity,not 

of its own will; or wilfully; if 

much of it- be |. manimate, and" yoid 

of ſenſe ? and why are not theſe paſ- 

lages rather to be underſtood pro- 
| | per- 
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perly and really, than improperly, as 
ſome do take them? : 


©4«.130.Sceing the whole Cteation 
15 to be delivered ſome time or other, 
does not this prove that there ate 
many Worlds to follow one after 
another, that ſo all the Creatures may 
be delivered, ſeeing all ſhall not be 
delivered ia this World, nor in that 
which is to come, according to Mar. 
13. 320 | | 


Qs. 137. ls it not by. the ſecret 
hang of Gods juſtice, that ſome Crea- 
tures for their greater ſins are longet 
ſubject to vanity and corruption, 
than others ? | | 


Qs. 132. How is that common 
Opinion of infinite damnation for in» 
finite Ages, and that not only in reſ(- 
pet.of Man's knowledge, but alſo' 
of God's, conſiſtent with Paul's Do- 
Ctrine above mentioned, That every 
Creature ſhall be delivered ? 

4. I33« 
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Qu. 133. How did Fobn, Rev, 5. 
13. hear all the Creatures in Heaven 
and on Earth, and under the Earth, 
praiſing the Lord, and how is' this 
conſiſting with damnation for | infi- 
nite Apes, in the ſenſe: aboye cx- 
preſt ? 7 | 


Qs. 134. Where does the Scrip= 
ture ſay, that.the damnation of the 
wicked is for infinite Ages, without 
all end? T 


Ns. 135. ls it not more ſafe, in 
cales of importance,ueo keep - to 
plain Scripture words, -which ſay: 
Rev..14. 11. The ſmoke of theirtor«' 
ment aſcendeth for Ages of _ Now. 
does that term of . Ages of Ages ne- 
ceſſarily import infitite Ages, with 
reſpett ro Gods knowledge? of is 
It only with reſpect unto allmens 
knowledge, who know not the time, 
when the torment of the wicked ſhall 
have an end ? 

Qs. 136. 


i 
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Qu». 136. Theſe words [ 'Ever, for 
ever, for ever' and ever, everlaſting, 
eternal | have they. not in Scripture 
various fignifications?. ' when apply+ 
ed to God, have they not another 
ſignification ,' than when © applyed 
to any Creatures? ſeeing God's 
Eternity or everlaſtingneſs hasno ſuc- 
ceſlion of time, but that of the Crea- 
tures has ?; -Do not the words [ever ] 
and [-verlafiing, ] when applyed to 
the; Creatuves. ſometimes, only im 
port a continuance unto the end of 
this or that vp vn ages and not 
always infinite Ages ? as when the 
Commandmentsof the Law, or; ſt 
Covenant, were injoyned.to beob- 
ſerved for ever, that is till the'co- 
ming of Chriſt,. which did end: -that 
Diipenſation? 


Qn, 137: When! in Aatth.'25. 46, 
its ſaid, that che wicked ſhall yo' into 
Everlaſting pains, ſeeing, the word" is 
dioviOr, a derivative "from diey, 


which l gnifies an Age, is it not 
more 
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more conſonant to Scripture - to 
underſtand it of Ages of pains, 
ſeeing the Scripture in. determi- 
ning the continuance of thoſe pains, 
goes not further, than zo Ages of 
Ages,tis dwwyas Toy aryor, Rev. 14.11. 


As, 138. Thongh the ſame word 
«16105, be there uſed to ſignifie the 
continuance of the happineſs of the 
Saints, as well as of the miſery of the 
wicked ; yet is there any neceſlity 
in the World that therefore they 
muſt he taken in the ſame ſence, 
and thereby either the miſery of the 
wicked, even in infinite Ages, with 
reſpet to God's knowledge be 
made never to have an end? or 
the happineſs of the Saints to ceaſe 
after Ages of Ages ? Seeing we 
ſee the ſame word uſed to things 
that are not of the ſame, but dit- 
ſerent continuance, as in the caſe of 
the firſtand ſecond Covenants both 
are ſaid to be for eyer; and yet do 
we not ſee the firſt aboliſhed, while 
the ſecond neyertheleſs remains? 


| £139. 
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Matt. I 2. 
32, 


Qu. 139. Theſe words of Chriſt 
[ Yerily thou ſhalt not go out, until thou 
haſt paid the laſk farthing: ] do 
they not import ( as Marth: 5. 26. ) 
that a time ſhall come, when that 
laſt farthing ſhall be paid ? and 
when Chriſt ſaid, He that blaſphe- 
meth againſ> the Holy Ghoſt, * ſhall 
neither be forgiven in thus World, nor 
in that which # to come : do they not 
import, that in ſome other World, 
afrer this and that which is tocome, 
ſuch great ſinners might find mercy 
with the Lotd ? 


Qs. 140. Theſe words of the 
Lord in Jſai. 57. 16. [ I will not con 
tend for ever, neither will 1 be alway: 
wroth , leſt the ſpirit ſhould fail be 


fore me, and the Souls which I have 


made : how do they conſiſt with the 
damnation of infinite Ages ? 


4. 141. Is it not the Nature, 


and end of God's vindictive ju. 
ſtice, 
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ſtice, and indeed of all puniſhment, 
to aim at the good of thoſe that are 
puniſhed ? is not the Nature . of all 
puniſhment Medicinal ? and ought 
not every Judge among Men t1in- 
cerely to love thoſe whom he con- 
demns to puniſhment, and to aim 
at their good thereby ? if God then 
hath placed this inſtin&t of Juſtice 
in Men, hath he not the ſame 
infinitely more abundant -in him- 
ſelf ? 


ua. 142. If God be unchange- 
able, as certainly he is, can he ab- 
ſolutely hate any of his Creatures, 
which once he loved ? and if :when 
he moſt ſeverely puniſhes his Crea- 
tures, he loveth them, is not then 
his puniſhing them an At of Love, 
and conſequently Medicinal, or in 
order to their recovery ? ſhall nor 
then the fruit or end thereof, be 
the deſtrution of ſin, but Salva» 
tion of the Creature ? 


I 2 Qu. 143- 


I15 
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Q«. 143. Is not this motive ( if 
Men and Women truly believe it 
{ufficient to diſlwade, and. deterr 
them from living in finning, viz. 
that if they continue impenitent in 
ſin, the y ſhall] be puniſhed for A- 
ges of Ages, of which the under- 
ttanding of Man knows no end ? 
or is it needful to add, that they 
ſhall be tormented infinite Ages | 
with reſpe&t to the Knowledge of 
God himſelf? and what will the | 
adding of that to ſuch as belieye t 
not, ſo much as the former avail, l 
but to harden them the more againft I 
all belief of any ſuch thing ? andif [ 
it were poſlible that any believing || t 
the former, ſhould be 1o deſperate 4 
and ſenſeleſs, as thereupon to pre- 
ſlume to defer their repentance in 
this life, were it not better to teach 
ſuch, that ſo to abuſe the great | 
mercy of God, is an offence of that | 
high Nature as doubtleſs it is; that | Þ: 
it ſhall be puniſhed with many, and | ec 
more ſeyere ſtripes, than totell them | D 
it ſball never. be remitted in no F N: 

; World, 
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World, nor in this, nor ia the next 
to come, nor in any other ſucceed- 
ing tothat ? but ſuppo'e ſome ſhould 
be abandoned to 1o ſenſeleſs 2 niind, 
as to abuſe this DoAtrine,what then ? 
does it follow therefore, that it 
muſt not be preached? Do not 
many abuſe the DoAtrine of Univer- 
fal Grace, of free Grace, of Chriſts 
dying for them, and the Doctrine 
of God's long-ſuffering, to the har- 
dening of themſelves, and continu- 
ing in their iniquities? and yet 
who would ' have theſe Doctrines 
not Preached to men ? or did the A- 
poſtles fear, ' or forbear to preach 
the Grace of God , becauſe fome 
turned it into - wantonnefs, Fade 


a? 


Qz. 144. Seeing the Nations, to 
whom this Doctrine of infinite dam- 
nation is ſo much Preached, are fo 
bad as we ſee, is it not to befear- 
ed, that too many rejecting this 
Dottrine, becauſe of the unreaſo- 
nableneſs thereof,do alſo reject, or 
at leaft ſupect other Do@trines of 

I 3 the 


I17 


x18 
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the Chriſtian Relizion, which are 


molt crue, becauſe they are all al- 
ſerted with the ſame confidence? 
for when one lye, or fallehoed, 
which the underſtanding of Man 
unprejudiced, can deteCt, as 1n this 
cale, is mingled in among other 
things, that are true, and urged 
with equal confidence, does it nof 
prove an evil occaſion to ſuſpect and 
reject all ? 


24s. 145. What inward evidence 
is there in the conſcience, or Souls 
of Men for the truth of ſuch a Do- 
Ctrine, as that of damnation' for 
infinite Ages, paſt all recovery ? 
what Man hath the confidence to 
ſtand forth, and ſay, that he harh 
lo clear an evidence, or Divine 
Revelation of that Doctrine, as he 
hath that God is angry with tinners, 
and puniſhes them with great, mae 
nifold and long continuing puniſh. 
merits, Which is evident in the con- 
{cic!:ces, and Souls of all Men, 
thorgh many would feign that ir 
were not ſo, and do labour to 
rcaſon 
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reaſon themſelves out of it, but 
1n'yain? 


Q«. 146. Seeing Atheiſm ſeems 
to be the ſpreading diſeaſe of the 
Age:and Satan's ſingular deſign in the 
Nations amongſt' men, to ſow this 
wicked Spawn, becaule a time of 
more” perfett Reformation ſpring. 
ihg from the more abundant know- 
ledge of God, is-at hand; and ſee- 
inp one 'of the 'common places or 
ordinary Themes of 'Atheiſtical Spi- 
rits,-by which they inſtill Acheiſtical 
thoughts into their Allociates, is, by 
readering the common Idea of 
God ( from this conceit of infinite 
damnation.) inconſiſtent with it ſelf : 
Thus, God is commonly ( ſay they) 
ſaid to be Love, to be nachangeable, 
and to have loved all his Creatures, 
when he firſt made them, but thar, 
becauſe they for ſome ſmall rime did 
diſobey his commands, his loye was 
turned into ſo abſolute and moſt im- 
placable hatred againſt far the 
greateſt part of them, that he de- 
termined never to be reconciled to 
1x4 them, 
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them, but to damn them to Eternal 
puniſhment without all end. This 
Notion of God ſeems to them 
ſo harſh, and ſelf-contradiCtory , 
that they cannot imagine a 
greater impoſſibility. Seeing the 
caſe then is thus, is 1t not high. time 
to examine this Opinion, and ex- 
plode ſo great an occaſion to 
Atheiſm, as this Doctrine of in- 
finite Damnation adminiſtreth to 
Atheiſtical * Spirits ? For, re- 
moye but this, and what hath 
the Atheiſt on that ſcore to 
quarrel that Ever-glorious Being 
about ? 


| Qs. 147- Again, ſeeing this Doe 
| Etrine many times raiſes ſo many 
. ſcruples and doubtful reaſonjogs in 
many {ober-minded People, as 1 my 

ſelf have known to have had ;,con- 

. cexning the ſame; viz. how it can 

be conſiſtent with the Nature of 
God, who is Love and Goodneſs it 

ſelf, and unchangeably ſo, to puniſh 

a finite and temporal Offence with 

an infinite, and neyer-ceaſing puniſh- 

ment, 
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ment. Whereupon ſame have ſought 
eaſe to their Minds, in this Con- 
ceit, that the miſery and torment 
that comes upon the wicked, is 0n- 
ly their own aQ, and no appoint- 
ment or. aft of Gad. As a Man 
that runs. himfelf 'wilfully into a 


Ditch that ſtands. before him, to. 


which he is no way.. neceflitated, 
or caſt /by. avy bedy elſe. Byt is 
not this a very falſe, wnſound, and 
abſixd Notion, ,on the other band 
deſtroying all juſtice in: God, - and 
divelting -biza of -all Wl to puniſh 
Offenders; as if to puniſh for fin, 
wese , as; inconſiſtent with God, as 
to impel men to fin, and utterly 
impoſlible to be his a& 2 Whereas 
is not puniſhment for ſip, as really 
the at of God, as fin is the aft of 
the Creature? doth not God as et- 
ſectually will it, as he does the re- 
covery of the Creature out 'of fa, 
and does it to that end ? ' Seeing 
(1fay) then, that this DoQtrme 
becomes fych a fnare even to ten- 
der minds, and js built apon no 
evidence of Scripture, nor of in- 
ternal Divine Reyelation, is it = 

- 
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. better to diſavow it, than to main- 


Job 13. 7. 


tain it ? 


Qs. 148. ls it a ſufficient ground 
for preaching this DoCtrine,” to con- 
ceit that it will terrify and affrighr 
people from ſin? Does God need 


any Lye of Man's making, to deter 
people from ſin > Or ſhall we lye 


tor God ? Beſides, Is it not clear 
that ſach as kick againſt the'pricks 
of ; Godin - their - Conſciences, and 
labour by all means to extinguiſh the 
perfect ſenſe of the juſt Wrath and 
Judgment of God, which they have 
upon theit Conſciences, becauſe of 
ſing that ſuch as have ſteeted: them- 
telyes againſt all the dreadful threat. 
nings contained 1n . the Seripture, 
wel} arid) truly underſtood,” againſt 
impenitent Sinners; is it (1 6y) nct 
moſt.clear; that fifch will benothing 
moved by telling them of infinite 
Damnation , ' as daily. experience 
ſhows, for that DoCtrine is generally 
preached to them ? 


24. 149- 
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Q,. 149. If Men have no ſenſe at 
all or dread of God, will this Do» 
trine of infinite Damnation move 
them? If they have any ſenſe or 
dread of God, is it not better to tell 
them of the- puniſhment that -all im- 
penitent ſinners ſhall moſt certainly 
undergo , in Scripture terms, and 
expreſſions, ' and with fuch Aggra- 
vations, ahd demonſtration as will 
reach their Conſciences ;' than to do 
it in a way, that may tend to make 
them ſuſpe& and reje& -the whole 
DoCtrine of Damnation for' fin, as 
falle? . And is it like that thoſe that 
are not reclaimable by the fear of 
puniſhment, torment, - 'and miſery 
unutterable; yea to Men inconceive- 
able for the intenineſs of it, for ages 
of ages, or time infinite to the 
knowledge of Man, will be reclaim 
ed by the other ? 


Qs. 150. Though the fear of py- 
niſhment and wrath be a juſt and 
t eceſſary Motive or means, which is 
ro 
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to be uſed, to .recal people from 
going on in their Iniquities, yet is 
there not another alſo, and that far 
more forcible - and prevalent a Mo- 
tive, and without which the former 
is of no uſe at all, that is, that of the 
Love and Mercy of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus? And where there is any true 
ſenſe or capacity of a ſenſe of Divine 
things, it Is not a more winning and 
effe way to gain upon Mens 
hearts, to-inform them, that God 
is Love, andalways loyeth his Crea- 
tures, even then when he puniſheth 
them moſt ſeverely: That his love 
is ſtill the Fountain from whence all 
thoſe Puniſhments proceed, which 
are or ſhall be inflicted upon any of 
his Creatures: That the very end 
and deſign' of God in them, is the 
final recovery of the Creature , 
which in its due ſeaſon ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed , becauſe God cannot 
be finally diſappointed, or his deſign 
be made of none effeft: That it is 
impoſſible for any Soul eyer to come 
out of its miſerable eſtate into fa- 
vour, and e with God, but by 
a real forliking of all fin, and re- 
turning 
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turning to a thorough- Univerſal 
OO to all the Commiands of 
od * 


Qs. 151. What proportion of 
juſtice is there, between a finite or 
temporal ſinning,and an infinite and 
eternal puniſhment? I mean erer- 
nal in the moſt ſtrit ſenſe of infinite, 
inmumerable ages, not only with 
reſpect to our knowledge, but with 
reſpect to the knowledge of God 
alſo, ſo that he himſelf knows nor 
the end, or the number of the ages 
of the torment of the wicked ? 
What juſt proportion ( I fay) is 
there betwixt finite ſinging, and ſuch 
infinite puniſhing? If it be faid, 

there is a proportion of ſtrict ju- 
\ Nice, becauſe the ſin is againſt an 

infinite Object or Being, and there- 
fore it deſerves an infinite puniſh= 
ment, which is the moſt plauſible 
reaſon that is ordinarily brought, 
or indeed can be brought to palli- 
ate ſo great an Abſurdity : May 
it not be anſwered, that this pre- 
tence, when narrowly — 
W 


126 QUERIE Sconcerning the 
will be found weak and imperti- 
nent? For if the proportion of Ju- 
ſtice lay there, becauſe that ſin is 
againſt an infinite being, then not 
the leaſt ſin committed, and perſi- 
ſted in (being as well as the greateſt, 
committed againſt the ſame Infinite 
Being) is to be puniſhed (by that 
rule) not only infinitely, bat in as 
ipfioice ſeverity both for quantity 
and quality of pain, as the greateſt 
ſin, even with the greateſt of tor- 
ments, becauſe it is againſt the 
greateſt of ObjeCts ? But is not this 
falſe, and expreſly contrary to Scri- 
Pture, which teacheth degrees of 
puniſhment, according to the de- 
grees of the ſins committed? As 
In Luke 12. 47, Cc- 


Qs. 152. The DoCtcine of Dam- 
nation for infinite ages, has it nor 
roo great affinity with the Doctrine 
of abſolute , reprobation from all 
Ecernity. For, ſeeing the Love of 
God is unchangeable, as God is, 
vill it not follow, as they ſay, that 
God hated all theſ2 from all eter- 

| nity, 
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nity, and never loved them, who 
ſhall be ſo damned ? 


Qs. 153. If the wicked ſhall know 
no end of their puniſhment, while 
they are in it, bur it ſhall be altc- 
gether hid from their eyes, whether 
ever It ſhall end or no- (as many 
now do believe it) ſhal} nor this 
be a moſt fearful and terrible ag- 
gravation of their puniſhment ? 
And is it not truly enough ſaid to 
be everlaſting, yea, /and endlets 
with reſpect to the knowledge of 
God, who,. and who alone perhaps 
knows the end of. the- puniſhmenr 
of every individual ? 


Qz. 154. If the word [ever] ne- 
ceſlarily ſignifies that which is end- 
leſs in all reſpects, why is it com- 
monly ſaid in Scripture: for ever 
and ever: As if there were one 
Eternity to follow after another ; 
whereas in the ſtrifteſt ſenſe, there 
is but one only Ererniry of Ever ; 
and where there is two, there both 
would be bur- finite ? Os. 
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Os. 155. As there ſhall be end- 
leſs Worlds after this World, ſo 
have there not been Worlds be- 
fore this World, without any bevy 
ginaing to us knowable ? And is 
not that of Solomon. Eccleſiaſt. 8. 11. 
moſt true g That we cannot find out 
the works of God, from the beginning 
ro the end ? 


_ —k__ acc ——_ 


. 156. Is it not very clear, that 
the making of this World, deſcri- n 
bed by Moſes, Gen. 1. doth pre- (0 
ſuppoſe another World before this, || ir 
ſeeing there is no mention made þ| tt 
Firſt, Of the Creation of Angels; G 
Secondly, Nor of the Souls of Men, | 5 
which yet are the principal Crea- Ja 
' tures of God. Thirdly, Nor of Fall 
the Waters, Fourthly, Nor of the fr 
Darkneſs ; But it preſuppoſeth them } the 
as prxexiſtent? Nox doth Afoſes Fthe 
any where ſay; That this World | 
was immediately created out of no» J8ri 
thing: And the Author to the He» Jo 


brews(11.3.)expreſly tells us, chat the Jia 
World 
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World was framed, or faſhioned out 
of things that do * not appear. And 
therefore may we not conclude 
that, This World, deſcribed Ger. 1. 
is not ſtritly the 'World of Crea- 
tion, but the World of Faction, 
or Fabrication, which is made our 
of Przexiſtent Principles formerly 
created, and that therefore this 
Is called th or the Haſiatick 


World ? 

4 0 

. "157- Is it not more conſo- 
nant 0 Scripture, that the Souls 
of Mgt have not Fe BE being 


In this World, bi do come into 
q is World yur of Spother Be- 


cauſe th Fcatſs them 
3 {iN and pa gtims upon this- 


earth; as David in Pſal. 119. 1g. 
alſo in Pal. 39- 12. faith, I am 4 
ſtrenger in, this World, all my Fa- 
ads Thus alſo! all the F:- 
IS dyed in the Faith, co:- 

themſelves Strangers and Pi'- 
rims upon Earth, and ſought rhe 
Country, to which they belonged, 
that is, the Heavenly, Hebr. 11. 13; 
K 149 
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14, I5, 16. Now if the Souls of 
Men had had their firſt beginning 
in this World, would nat; this 
world have been their Country; ? 
For is not that properly ſaid to be a 
Man's Country, where he had his 
firſt being, and with ſecluſion of 
all others ? 


Qs. 158. May not Peter's Viſion, 
Atts 10. 22. ſignifie this thing, viz. 
that the Souls of all came down 
from Heaven, as his Veſlel was let 
down from Heaven, with all mar- 
ner of living Creatures? And is 
it not hence that Men are faid to 
come into this world, John 1. g. 
maj they come out of ano- 
ner 


Qs. 159. Is not the Soul of Man 
as ancient as the body? And is 
not the body confelled by all. to 
be a Pczexiſtent matter or ſub- 
ſtance ? 


Qs. 160. 
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Os. 160. If Men had their firft 
being in this world, would they 
not come into it more pertect than 
they do? Whereas all come into 
it yery pocr, naked, deſolate, and 
helpleſs : And many ate born blind, 
deaf, dumb, and fome Natural 
fools, and mad, poſſeſſed with nn- 
1, | clean Spirits. © Now: is /it not a 
&. | great reproach to the Providence 
my of God, that yields but too too 
et | much occaſion'to Atheiſts and Scof- 
C-} fers to diſpute againſt Divine Pro- 
5] vidence, for us to ' ſay,” that God 
to onally made thoſe Creatures 
9-j lo? x : 


a oh. En 


? « 
, 
—— 


Qs. 161. Does it at allremoye the 
x es ſay, as ſome do, that 
thoſe woful effe&ts'came upon Adam's 
Poſtgrity for bis ſin? For beſides 
that/it ſeems unjuſt, and contrary 
to Scripture to continue ſo grear 
a Miſery ſo long, upon ſo many 
thouſands for his ſin only, except 
they had been conſenting to it, 
I 60, and 
K 2 
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and that they could not be if they 
had no being : Beſides this I fay, 
.do we not ſee this Miſery faltyery 
\unequally, ſome being born Fools, 


and Mad men, others with a large- 


Capacity of Natural Underſtand. 


ing z Now how can this be- only | 


for Adam's lin, in the Judgment 
of theſe very. Men, ſeeing they 
ſay -that all. are equally guilty of 
it ? REG. + 


Qu. 162. Seen Ng We read in Scrip- 
Iai. 48-8. ture of thoſe-That have veel ranſ- 


Mm greſlors from the womb, as of 
Jer, 1,75 thoſe that were ſanCtified from the 


Luk, 3345 Womb, as Fohn the Baptiſt, and Fere- 
TT whence cometh this » m=_ 
difference ?”* Ang cap any be tranl- 
greſſors, (6m © Toa, ſitsply. or 
meerly for, Adaw's fi » 8 JOME Al» 
firm ? or rather. are they Called 
tranſgreſſors from the Wothb,, be. 
cauſe they had tran{greſſed formerly 
and that thoſe .very tranſggellions 
did ſtill cleave -unto them, Lotning 
along with them. into the World ! 


and thoſe who were ſanCtified _ 
the 


=_— —— 


Revolution of Flumane Souls . 


the Womb, had they not alſo for. 
merly lived, and attained that fan- 
&ification in the former life For 
doth not God ſanCtify Men, by wor- 
king upon them, as they have the 
uſe, and exerciſe of their underſtands 
ings, Which children in the Womb 
ſeem not to have ? 


Qs. 163. Seeing Chriſt: dyed for 
all men, did he not dye then for In- 
fants dying in their Infancy ? and 
haye not all thoſe for whom he dyed 
been ſinners, one time or other, 
ſeeing he dyed for the ſins of the 
whole World, if then infants haye 
been ſinners, have they nor formerly 
lived and ſinned? or-are any in 
God's account, ſinners, only for the 
fins of another, without their own 
conſent ; or are any in this account 
righteous, meerly for the righteoul- 
neſs of another, without all conſent 
ol —_ own, to become really ſanQi- 
ed! 


R 3 24.164. 
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Qs. 164. The Child that was 
brought to Chriſt poſleſſed with a 
Devil from his Infancy, had it not 
formerly lived inthe World ? and 
was not this polleſſion, the fruit, or 
puniſhment of its former ſins? or 
can we ſuppoſe that the Lord would 
ever ſuffer the Devil to poſleſs any 
innocent Man or Woman ? 


Qu. 165. Do all that dye in Ins 
fancy go to Heaven, ſeeing we per- 
ceive in ſome Infants very bad and 
peryerſe inclinations ? and if all thar 
dye in Infancy go to Heaven, 
were it not an advantage for men 
peneral'y to dye in that ſtate ? But 

ow can any go to Heaven un- 
leſs they be ſpiritually tegenerated, 
or ſanctified, which certainly all In- 
fants are not ; ſceing Fohy the Bap- 
tif and Feremy are peculiarly re- 
corded in Scripture as ſanCtified 
from the Womb, which had not 
been, if that had beep the ſtate of all 
from!the Womb ? Beſides, if all 
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Infants were from the Womb ſan- 
(tified and regenerated, would they 
not more commonly ſhew the fruits 


and effets of it, when they were 


come to ſome Age? 


Dn. 166. Why is the Body of ſin, 
in men, called the old Magn? is ir 
becauſe it is twenty, thirty, years 
old more or leſs, as Men in whom it 
is, are Old or Yong? or is it not 
rather ſo called, becauſe Men have 
been long clothed with it, even for 
divers hundreds of years, which they 
have formerly lived in the World ? 


Qu. 167. Seeing it is very clear in 
Scripture that death and other com- 
mon and general miſeries of this life 
are come upon mankind, by reaſon gf 
Adam's fall, is it not more ſafe to 
acknowledge that his fall was with 
the common conſent of all Souls 
that ſhould afterwards come into the 
World; and they didreally fin in him, 
and with him, by conſenting to his 
ſin, which they might do if they did 
R 4 then 
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then really exiſt, although they were 
not yet become | earthly Men; 1i- 
ving inEarthly Bodies at that time ? 


Qs. 168. Does not this Doctrine, 
in theſe Queries pointed at, clearly 
open a way to ſolve all thoſe dif- 
ficulties about that called Original 
ſin, with which ſo many of all ſorts, 


have been perplexed ? 


£.169.How are we to underſtand 


' theſe words, Rom. 5. 14. But death 


reigned; from Adam vw Moſes, even 
over them alſo who ſinned not after 
the ſmilitude of Adam's tranſgreſ- 
fron? Does not this import that 
there were ſuch as ſinned not after 
the ſimilitnde of Ada”: tranſgreſ- 
ſion, as the far greater part, did ? 
and is it not probable that theſe were 
thoſe few Souls, who conſented not 
to Adam's ſin, as doubtleſs that of 
the Meſſias never did, nor perhaps, 
the Souls of ſome excellent Men, 
as Enoch, Abraham, Moſes,Elias, &C. 


who yet ſubmitted: to the common 
| Law 
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Law of death, out of love to God 
and obedience to his will, as know- 
ing that they ſhould receive a greater 
reward? 


as Mo HS 


Wu. 170. Why is it ſaid, that gn... 
Death reigned from Adam to Moſes * 

doth not the Apoſtle there by Moſes 

mean the Miniſtration of the Law, 

and firſt Covenant, which laſted 

even unto the Reſurrection of Chriir : 

which Reſurrection of his pur a ſtop 

to death's reign, infomuch, that the 
"Captain of our Salvation, the Ford Hebr. 2.10: 
Jeſus Chriſt has overcome death 

for us, and in onr behalf, fo that 

we are oOvercomers in' him, and 

with him, and ſhall aftually fo be, 
-1n due time, in our own Perſons, by 

his Power; who hath by bis riſmg 

again, brought life ' and immortality 

to light, even outwardly, which 2 T1 r. 
during AM-ſes his adminiftration was 

not ſo revealed ? 
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4. 171. Are not Men generally 
ſinners by Adam, as they are righ- 
teous by Chriſt ? and therefore ſee- 
ing none are righteous by Chriſt, 
but who believe in him, and con» 
ſent to his righteouſneſs, doth it 
not follow, that none have been 
ſinners, by Adam, but ſuch as have 
conſented to his fin ? 


4. 172. When Chriſt ſaid : Swuf- 

BON ng” Phe - lutle Children to come unto Y , 
and forbid them not, for of ſuch ts the 
Kingdom of Heaven, did he- mean 
all little Children, even thoſe that 
are very  perverſely and badly 
inclined? is the Kingdom of Hea- 
yen of ſuch? or did he mean of ſuch, 
as thoſe were that were brought 
unte him, thereby: denoting the 
peculiar good inclinations of them, 
unto Virtue and Piety , which we 
often ſee in ſome Chitdren beyond 
others? and whence proceeds this 
difference, but from their former 
ſtate either in the Body, or out of 
the Body ? Qu. 173. 
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£4. 173. What means the Pſalmiſt 
by thoſe fellows of Chiriſt, Pal. 
45- 7- Thor lovedft righteouſneſs and 
batedſt iniquity, therefore God thy God 
hath angimed thee with the oyl of glad- 
neſs above thy fellows ? are not theſe 
thoſe that remained with him in 
Obedience, when Aden linned, nor 
- conſenting to his ſin, and ſo did nog 
follow Adam in the tranſgreſſion, 
but followed the Meſſiasy jOyning to 
him, as unto their true head, and 
therefore were Anointed alſo: but he 
was Apointed aboye and beyond 
them all, as being far more —_ 
than they. Although theſe doubt- 
leſs were great and eminent Prophets, 
when they came into the World, as 
Moſes and Ehas, who are called 7ech. 4.3. 
the two Olive: trees which ſtand before *"+ "4 
the Lord of the whole Eartb, that is, ene88- 4 
before the 1Meſſiah;as his Servants and 
Miniſters? 


Qz. 174. What means that tran- Gen.s. 24. 
ſlation of Enoch, in which it's ſaid, _ 44- 
| that Heb. 80% 
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140 QUERIES concerning the 
that he ſaw not death? did Enech 
not dye? did he then at that time 
become immortal ? How does this 
conceipt agree with Scripture, which 
faith ; That Chriſt « the firſt that 
overcame death, and brought life and 
«mortality tolight ? and 1s therefore 
called the firſt-begotten from the dead 1 
and the firſt-fruits of the Reſurretion, 
being the. firſt that corpqrally en- 
tred into Heaven, as he, . unto whom 
the preheminence in all things was 
to be given, Col. 1. 182, Muſt we 
not then rather think, that both 
Eroch and Elias, and Moſes allo 
did really dye, though not after the 
ordinary manner of Men, ſo, as 
they did not ſee or feel the pangs 
of death, as men commonly do: ſo 
rhat at beſt, it ſeems but a prelude, 
or przfiguration of the RefurreCtt- 


on ? 


Qs. 175. When is it that Engchs 
prophecy mentioned in 7d. ' 14- Is 
ro be fulfilled, Behold the Lord co- 
meth in thouſands of his Saints, to 


judge all men, &c. Is not this «6 


h 
e 
0 
1 
t 
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be fulfilled in the thouſand years 
which-are to come? and why faith 
he, that Enoch the ſeventh from Adam 
propheſied of ſuch? Doth he not 


. here poinr at ſome myſtery in E- 
noch's being the ſeventh from 44m? 
«viz. 'That it ſhould bein the. ſe- 


venth Age of the 'World,' or 'e- 


.venth Millennium, -thae the/Saints 


ſhould live the true Enochian ite 
upon 'Earth, and afterwarus alcend 
into Heayen, and attain the true 
immortality, 'as he did inthe figure, 
to which time the name) Enoch (that 
IS ,dedicated,or conſecrated)-doth very 
fitly anſwer ? 


'Qz. 176. Shall not the !Bodies:of 
the Saints at -the ſecond. Refurretti- 
'on, 'be' changed from Earthly .and 
'Carnal;:to :Heavenly :and” Spiritual, 
retaining nevertheleſs the (elf. tame 
for ſubſtance, as it-was \upon Earth, 
though Heavenly , -and Spiritual? 
Or is it not as Ppoſlible for an Earth- 
ly Body, retaining the ' ſame ſub- 
ſtance, ro become a Heavenly. and 
Spiritual Body, as for a Soul that 

| - 
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Y 42 QU ERI E S conceraing the 
is Earthly to become an Heayenly 


Soul, though continuing the ſame 
Soul in ſubſtance ? 


Q. 177. Was not the Sabbath of 


weeks and of years under the Law, 
a manifeſt figure of the ſeventh Mil- 
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expiration of the ſix thouſand years 
from the beginning of the World,no 
man ſhall be converted in this World? 


Qs. 179. What is meant by, thoſe 
_two days in Hoſea. 6. 2. After two 
days he will revive w, and the 


i142 RUERIF Scomemuns the 

tym to become an Heavciily 

l can ipuumg the tame 
yrs les 


e, as the firſt to the 


to the ſecond, oc. 
be eaſily deduced ? 


Qs. 178. The gathering of Man- 
4 On the ſixth day, for that, and the 
ſeyenth day, and the forbidding wy 
to be gathered on the Sabbat 
day, what did that fignifie ? was 
it not this, viz, That all that was 
prpnyonry to the Millennium 1s to 

one, before jt begins; and that 
Men muſt have gathered the true 
Mana of Eternal life, before the Sab-. 
bath begins , that is, before theſe 
venth thouſand of years; for after the 
Expiration 


, of 
when it Bal be cleanſed, ſhall be two 
thouſand three bundred days, prophe- 
tically ſignifying two thouſand three 
hundred years? 


= 180, If the Millennium,” or 
thouſand years begins about the year 
of the World five thoufand ſeven 
hundred and forty,as is above intima- 
ted,ſhall not this make the whole time 
of the Saints reign with Chriſt a thou. 
ſand two hundred and fixty years, 
ſeeing 
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QUERIES comerning the 
ſeeing that reign ſhall contigue to 
the end of the Word ? and ſhall 
not thus, the day of Chriſt be equal 
co the night of Antichriſt,each conſiſt- 
ing of a thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty years, whych put together make 


up ſeven myltical years? And ſhall not, 


thus, the Sabbath of the World 
begin two hundred. and ſixty years 
within the ſixth Adallennum, even as 
undertthe Law,the Fewiſh Sabbath he- 
gan in the evening of the ſixth day * 


Q4.181. Seeing the Saints fhall he 
two hundred and ſixty years coming 
into the World, one after ;anotber, 
is it not evident, that they ſhall gor 
be raiſed up immediately, .as Adam 
was,without generation, but be born 
of Women one after another, in 
the very order, in which they died ? 
and does-not this term of tyo.hun- 
dred and lixty years ſeem , engugh 
for the bringing them: fqrth;into, the 
World ? SEW 


Qs. 182. When Chriſt ſaid, 1: 


the Reſurretion they neither marry, ner 
ars 


4 5 © XN mm Mn an a... ee H 


" . 


| Revolution of Humane Soul, \ ug 5 


are given in marriages QC. What 
Reſurrection doth p mean ? whe- 
ther the firſt or the ſecond? or 
doth he not rather mean both ?*for 
although in the firſt Reſurrection the 
Saints are, not ig all reſpeAts ioolgy4« 
au i.e. equal with the Angels, yet 


in. that re » wherein Chriſt v-- 


ſeth the compariſon they may . be 
ſaid to be ſo: viz. that. as the An- 
gels neigher marry, ,nor give in 
Marriage, nor haye any inclina- 
tion.. to a, carnal propagation, as 
betwixt Male and Female anos 
mankind ; ſo ſhall. it_ not be 

with the Souls in the firſt Re - 
re&tion ? or ſhall they die any more, 
viz; AS. men now. dye y Or ſhall 
me not rather | be changed at the 

b) 


f the thouſand years, and their. 


Animal Bodies made ſpiritual and 


immortal ? et, ſhall they not be 
bora - into. the World of Women 


withous Fathers according to-the 
ft having only . Mother 
nt, ll be Virgins?” and. ſha 
not the Sajats thus be. made like 
unto Chriſt their head in their 


birth; as in; other Eeſpeclh oo 


a6 QvERTE S concerning the 
ſtill jnferiour to him? and is it 
not moft rational, and conform to 
the Scriptures, that fo it muſt be ? 


©s; 183. And when Chriſt faid 

veto the Sadaces, ſpeaking 'of the 

Matth. 22: RefyrreRion, Te err, not knowing 
wy the Scriptures, nor the pewer of God , 
doth be -not plainly import, that it is 

ſome where contained in the Scrip» 

tures of the Old Teſtament , how 

that the Saints muſt come knto the 
World, ſo, as no more to be the 
Children of any Fathers after the 

fleſh, but onely to be the Chil 

dren of God, their heavenly Fa- 

ther? and is not this imported in 

theſe words, F am the God of Abra« 
Marth. 22. pam, 1ſaac, and Facob, and God it not 
wr the God of the de4d, but of the living ; 
For, to be their God, is not that to 

be their Father? and this promiſe, 
ſhall it not be accompliſheg- in its 

full extent, until the ſaid Refurgecti- 

on, when they ſhall receive the Son- 

thip , according to Romans $.23,24. 


Qs 184. Thellfe which the Mints 
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ſhall live upon | Earth in that eime, 
ſhall it nog be a ſpiritnal life, and 
that in-the higheſt degree, that ever 
yet any of mankind did know? Ag 
when Chriſt did live upon Exzcth, 
and did eat and drink, was not. his 
life ih pogo Spiritual and Hea« 
vealy 


s. 1985, ls not that then "Rar 
and a objection, that ſome. are 
ready to make againſt this DoCttine 
of That it makes 
the Saitts deſcend from Heaven ta 
lead a carnal life upon Earth, and ts 
enjoy all manner of carnal pleaſures 
in abundance for a thouſand years 
Ethan the Or may it no rathes be 
that their whole life and all ths 
end cerforr they ſhall here 
£2joy, ſha ſhall be altagethec Spiritual 


EE edn Pope ror rg 


them, but the Spirit of ge? 
ſhing them abundantly,alf 

ſhall - be be Spill, and C nitnaly 

injoyed ? 


L 2: *' Ou 86. 
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 Q«. 186. Shall not the Saints by 
coming down from Heaven to'live 
on Earth a thouſand years, receive 
conſiderable advantage thereby ? 
viz. bg further perfefted, and made 
more fit for the glory that isto' come 
at the ſecond Reſurreftion ? and do 
they not deſire to be cloathed again 
with the Body they. put off when 
they dyed, ſeeing it belongeth unto 
them, and is a part of them ? and 
muſt they not be yet further perfect- 
ed than hitherto they are both in 
Souland Body ? , 


Qs. 187. Is it enouph that-the 
Saints deceaſed, be waſhed or clean 
ſed from all ſins as now they are * 
muſt they nor be yet further — 
fied, and leavened more and more 1n# 


I 
ro_the image of God in Holineſs, 
Righteouſneſs, and Wiſdom ? and 
is not this the adyantage they ſhall 
receive, by returning ,into the Body 
again ? ſo they ſhall bir defcend,that 
they may the higher aſcend into 

gle. Glory. 
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Glory at the ſecond ReſurreCtion 7 
Beſides, has not the wiſdoin of God 
ſeen fit, that as the Saints ſuffereqpn 

Earth, ſo they ſhould here on Earth 
be Crowned, and receive an open 
reward in the gh of, ; their FE 
ies - f + .< TIE . 3» 


oe 193. How lays Paul, that 
aphecy, ſhall ceaſe, and, knowledge 


149 


t ceale , but Love or charity as » 


bideth.? 1 Cor. 13.8. when js this 
to be? is it not in that time, when 
the, Saints ſhall be barn again into the 
World? ia which, though. from 
their Infancy, they ſhall have no 
more remembrance of their former 
knowledge than we now have of 
former things, yet: they ſhall be 
ſanCified from the Womb ; and the 
love of God, which is of a more per- 
manent nature ,- ſhall more abun=« 
dantly diſcover it ſelf in themeven 
ina their child-hoad, while their 
knowledge ſhall remaio, as a dead 
thing in them for ſome time, till ex- 
cited and awakened by fit occaſi- 


ons 7. 
L 3 Ds, 189. 


LVERIE Scomerning the 


Ns. 189, What doth it ſignifi 
unto vs, that our firft Parents after 
ttanfgreflion were aſhamed? That 
the woman was to bring forth in ſore 
row ? That the foreskin of the fleſh' 
in circumciſicn was to be cut off ? 
That a Sacrifice was to. be, offered up 
for lofants, when they were born ? 
Do not all theſe things ſecret] Renely Fe 
nifie vnto us, that Pas 
rents had not finned, Gs ſhould 
have brovght forth C hildren 
aſter fome more Noble, and Ex- 
celtent way of Generation than 
now ? 


Ny. 199. Shall rot a thinzx 
ho or Wrſonges to the State of 
s happineſs before he fell, 
fi now are nnknown to Mica 
( and yy ro) be ra Boar 
way of pro 10n v 
fo the fonts 27 the firſt Reſurre- 
Frag kr wh with a farther, in- 
creaſe of B the eſtate 
hich the Saints ſtall hag mm 
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ſhall be the ' ſane.” with 'thit'of 
Adaws in ifindterdty. Or ſhall not 
that be reſtored ro him, and all 
tra Believers, aid that ſo the 
end may he like aito the - depin- 

* Ring; oven as @ Cirels which ends 
where it begins? And after - it, 
ſhall not ths fecdtid Reſurreion 
follow, and the Aſcenſion of the 
Saints corporally into Heaven. ? 
And ſhalt n&& the- _ of this 
ſecond! / State incomiparably excel 
the: Glory of the former, even as 
far av the Inge of the Heavenly 
doth excet the Image: 6f the Earth- 
ly ; and the ſecotid' Adaw's quick- 
ning. Spirit doth excel the fir 
Aden? livirg Soul? 


Qs. 191. Doth not this DoAtrine 
muck -more commend' unto- us the 


Love; Mercy, ad Long-ſuffering 


of God. towards' Meri, than any 
ether hitherrs preached! among 
Mer. Firf, In! that. it reacheth, 
that; thovugh- God! dot with great 
ſeverity, yy moſt- dreadfal  Pu- 
njſlumeots affliet "yy "GL and 

MPpe- 
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52 'LVERTES concerning the 


Impenitent, yet he -doth mot fo 
quickly diſpatch them, , and give 
them oyer to Jie under fo great 
wrath , as; bath been ordinarily 
conceived-; but giveth to: all -a Jong 
time, wherein he. —_— fo be 

acious. ; Secondly, In that, though 
thy Ny hae, who thal 
be ſaved at the end of this World, 
ſhall. be far. the leaſt number, yer 
many more. ſhall . be ſaved, than 
commonly -hath  been-.;believed , 
becauſe that many ' that;:died- in 
their ſins, in the time of Jgnarance, 
repented and- came. into - fayour 


with God,:. when they. lived: a» 


gain in time of,more light. Thirdly, 
In that our blefled - Saviour -.and 
Redeemer hath not only looſed 
the. Bonds and Fetters of fins, 
that have held us ſome. fifty” or 
ſixty years,. but alſo thoſe. of ſome 
hundreds of years. In all which 
reſpects is not our- Salvation : and 
the Love and Mercy of God, and 
his Forbearance and | Long-fuffering 
in Jeſus Chriſt, much greater: than 
we Mortals were aware of ! 


Qs. 192, 
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Qs. 192. IF any ſhould alledge 
this Doctrine to be the Pythago- 
rean <AMetempſychboſis; or Tranſmis» 
gration,of Souls, . long. ago con- 
femmes : by ary Somnens May It 
not © be_replyed. by way of Query. 
Firſt, fig Church that - wn 
hath condemned it ? Secondly , 
Whether it be enough to condemn 
a Doctzine, becauſe Pythagoras held 
it, -if jt were ſo ? for did not 
Pythagoras hold divers: Principles 
fully. agreeing / with the. Chriſtian 


Religion? As the/ Immortality of 


the Soul, and its ſurviving the 
Body ? Thirdly, Do not the An- 
cients report, that Pythagoras and 
Plato alſo converſed with the learn- 
ed among the Jews, ang read; the 
Scripture of, the Old Teſtamenr, 
out: of which they did learn, -oc 
receive'the beſt things, which they 
profeiled?. Which ſuppoſed, may; 
he not, have received this - Dc- 
Ctrine. of. the Revolution of Souls 
from the. Zews, or by reading the 
Scripture, 'though to it he _ 

ate 
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54 QUERIES mo 


added Conceipts of his own ? £ For 
though Pythegoras, Plato, and ma- 
ny others apy the *'moſt renowned 
Phy hers, as they' were called, 
did 2 Revolution of Souts 
alfo into Mens Bodies, which was 
not the - boſs or Tranf- 
animation, bot a AMtrenſomateſir of 
Tranſcorperatioa, as it is called, 
yet did ther way of holding it 
alſo _— differ from the way 
here propoſed : Firft, Ir that they 

held it ts be only for a greatet 
puniſhment that Souts” feturm- 
ed to live ti the Bodies, where- 
as the Doftrine here propaſed , 
though 'it deny it not in ſome 
fort to he a puniſhment 5 Yet 
« plainly impocteth withal, | that 
the great and principat . reaſon of 
their return again. into the Body 
is, that they may repent, and 
amend their former ; and: fo 
be faved by Faith in Chriſt ' from 
the Wrath to. come, or other» 
wife to fill up the meafure: of their 
Sins, againſt the Wrath to- come, 
and great day of Judgment. Se- 
oondly, Many if not-moſt of _ 
* 


Revolution of Humane Souls. 
did hold the ſaid Revolution to 
be an endleſs Labyrinth, not li- 
mitted to any certain number of 
. times, in which reſpect Origen, 
and onners of of he Ancients diſ- 
<fens <0 ainſt * them : 

e by” octrine the 
World Ro io always remain, as 
now it is, and Men continue to 
run infinitely round about for in- 
foite) 7 gd in this Wheel of 
Endlek, Revolutions : And that 

puniſhment of them thar 

lived Ni Og » fhould be to be 
ſent batk again, perpetually into 
the World. , Which Conceit is 
Moſt expreſly contrary to the Da- 
rine of * te Scripture, which 

\ holds forth 'a great day -of Judp- 
ment to be, wherein the Wicked 
ſhall be incomparably . more 
niſhed, than by any thing 
can foffer . in, rhis mortal body. 
Sceing then that P agorean Do- 


Etrine, whether of the — 
— a or the Aetenſomatoſis, is 


ite of another ſtrain and ſort 
n what from Scripture is 


pad! 1n tt:cſe Queries, Why 
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it be rendred odious nnder that 
Name? 


24. 193. But if any 20 about 
to 1ay, . That the Dottrine Intl» 
mated. in theſe Queries 1s the Py 
thagorean Enſomatoſss, + at leaſt ſome- 
what corrected, and reformed, 
and ſo accommodated tq the Prin- 
Ciples of. Chriſtian Religion, I 
query , What Abſurdity is herein ? 
Do not all. Chriſtians in th6. whole 
World believe that the Souls of 
all Men, both good and bad, ſhall 


at the Reſurrection return to live 


again in ſome body or other ? 
Doth not,, the Dodtrin2 of the 
Reſurre&tion of the Body oblige 
vs to bclicve this ? If the Body 
ſhall be raiſed up, ſhall not the 
Soul be in that Body.? And is 
not that as much the Enſomatoſs:, 
as any thing propoſed in theſe 
Queries ? 


Qu. 194. If any fay yet that the 


a aug Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection, 


A, wa HTO ws = mw T”Tx A3anHF RT” TEE 


' Revolution of Humane Souls. 157 


reftion of the Body is not the Py- 
thagorean Enſomatoſis 5 '1 reply, No 
more is that Propoſed m the 
Queries; yet doth not Ainutins 
Felx argue againſt the Heathens, 
and for the Reſunreftion of the 
Dead, from the Dottrine main- 
tamed by their own Philoſophers 
concerning the Enſomatoſie ? Mult 
not all- Chriſtians acknowledge (if 
they will believe Scripture ) an 
Enſomatoſis ? And what is the 
Chriſtian Enſomatoſis, but the Py- 
thagorean Enſomatoſis reformed ? Or 
rather the Pythagorean is nothing 
elſe but the Chriſtian Enſomatoſis 
deformed, and disfigured ? - And 
what wonder, for did not 'the 
Heatheniſh Philoſophy - disfigure, 
and deform ' other Do@trines of 
Chriſtianity ,” as well as this? 
Muſt they therefore be: rejected 
thus by whole ſale? Or ought 
Of) not to be purged 'of thoſe 
Miſtakes, and 'reduced 'to the Pri. 
mitive ſtreightneſs and ſimplicity ? 
Beſides, has it not been already 
In part intimated, ti;at -there is 
a great difference betw:xt the Do- 
Arine 
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&rine of the Revolution of Souls» 
as held by the Pythagereans and all 
other Philoſophers, aud the ſame, 
as propounded by theſe Queries ? 
viz, That they know nothing of 
the order here propofed, but ſu 
poſed, that a Man immediately 
after Death, or very ſoon after, 
was born againz which ſeems to 
have been the miſtake of MNicodes 
mw, who was not altogether ig- 
norant of this Bodily Regenerati- 
on: For it was a common Do. 
&rine amongſt the Jews. /But this 
ſeemed ſtrange to him, that a 
Man being Old, ſhould be born 
again, | and that eſpecially of his 
own Mother, who muſt needs be 
much elder than himſelf, and fo 
paſt Child-bearing, this (I fay) 
that his Mother in that Condition, 
and Age, ſhould now bear him 
again, was that which ſtuck with 
him: As his words plainly inti- 
mate, John 3. 4. How can 6 Max 
being Old, be born again ? Can he 
ar ain enter into bis Mathers Womb, 
and be born again! But; the Do- 
ctrine propounded in theſe Que- 
ries, 


Revolation of Hamane Souls. Ty 
ries, holdeth forth a clear and 
plain order, as touching the Cor. 
poral Regeneration, fo that they 
that dye in their eighth, ninth, or 
tenth Revolution, &c. alchough 
they are to be born again, yet 
it's not to be immediately after 
their Death, but after ſuch a Pe- 
riod of time, or the expiration 
of that perfeft hour, oc Revolu- 
- tion which is $3353 years, twelve 
of which hours make four thou- 
ſand years, which is the whole 
reat Circle or Reyolution, which 
s left to the diligent and ſerious 
exammation of the Reader, whe- 
ther it be not grounded vpon clear 
$cripture ? 


Os 195. Akhough Chrift in his 
preaching tO "Nicedemas aimed only 
at the informing him of the Spi- 
ritual Regeneration, or New Birth, 
yet in his Abſwer to Nicodemw, 
who by ' miſtake, underſtood him 
to ſpeak of the Corporal Repene.- 
ration ( believed among the Jews ) 
does he not ſufficiently, though 

Indi- 
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LU E RIES concerning the 
indiretly, and but paſlingly, ra- 
ther confirm, - than condema that 
Doctrine that was amongſt them 
concerning the Corporal Regene- 
ration, where he faith: [Thar 
which is born of the Fleſh 1s Fleſh ; 
as if he had ſaid; Thou art mi- 
ſtaken MNzcodemus to think: that I 
ſpeak of the Carnal Regeneration ; 
No, that which is ſo born again 
is ſtill but Fleſh: But that which 
is born of the Spirit, 'is Spirit, 
this is the Regeneration which I 
ipeak of ; Without which, Ic 
a Man never ſo often be born of 
the Fleſh, being by virtue of that 
Regeneration ſtill but Fleſh, he 
cannot thereby enter into, nor 
ſee the Kingdom of God? 


Qs. 196. When Chriſt - faith: 
If when I tell you earthly things, , ye 
believe not, how (hall ye believe, i” 
tell you Heavenly thengs ? May we 
not ſuppoſe that this Corporal 
Regeneration (of the way and or- 
ger whereof he found Nicodemus 
very ignorant, thopgh belieying 
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it in the groſs) one of thoſe earth- 
ly things there meant? And does 
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not this ſigniie, that the -righre - 


and true knowledge thereof; though 


but: an earthly thing, may be of * 


great uſe, and very much conduce 
to the knowledge of the Spiri- 
tual Regeueration, which is 'Hea- 
venly? þ 


2s. 197. Seeing that their Fae 
| thers were dead, and many of them 
without bcing ſpiritually born a- 
gain, and yet were to enter into 
the Kingdom of God, by virtue 
of the Promiſe to all Iſrael; were 
they not to be Corporally born 
again, that ſo they might atrain 
ro the Spiritual Regeneration ? 
And if ſo, is not then the know- 
ledge of the Corporal and Earthe 
ly, in ſome meaſure, conducing 
to the knowledge of the . Spiri. 
tual, and -Heavenly Regenera- 


tion ? 


M Qs 1.8, 
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. As 26. 


18. 
Joh. 3.3 


| Qs. 198. Why js Man's Conyer- 
ſion from ſin to Righteouſneſs, and 
from Satan unto God, called by 
Chriſt, a being born again? ls it 
not by way of alluſion unto the 
Corporal, or Badily Regeneration ? 
Does it not then neceſlarily fol- 
low, that the bodily Regenera- 
tion, in its kind, is as true and 
real, as the inward is 1a its kind ? 
Or did ever Chriſt repreſert any 
Spiritual Myſtery, by a Metaphor, 
or figure of any thing, which was 
not natural it ſelf, but was a 
mere hction, and no reality ? 


Qs. 199, When Chriſt aid 
The 'Chilaren of the Kingdom ſhould 
be caſh out, Matth. 8. 12. did he 
mean for eyer, or only for a 
certain time or period ? After 
which theſe very out-caſts ſhould 
be gathered again, and the Reme 
nant of 1ſrap! be |faved ? 


Qu. 200, 
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Qs. 200, Seeing the Dectrine of 
the Enfomatoſis, or Corporal Re. 
generation is a thing ſo earneſtly 
believed, not- only by the Fews, 
but alſo by many of thoſe called 
Heathens, who judge that there is 
no other way for clearing the ju- 
ſtice of God, or waintaining of 
Divine Providence, as Plotine, and 
Fkerocles affirmed with divers ©- 
thers; Seeing it is to be corrected| 
reformed, and ſtripped of that dif- 
guiſed and deformed ſhape, which 
_ had put upon it, and is re- 
ducible to a frame and order, ve- 
ry ſuitable to the Principles of 
Chriſtian 'Religion. | Yea, ſeeing it 
ſeems: altogether neceſſary for- the 
explaining of many obſcure places 
of Scripture, and to underſtand 
the chief Myſteries of the Chri 


ſtian” Religion, eſpecially concern- Relat 2-4 
ing Chriſt's being an Offering for jg... 45 
all: Mankind," and giving Light Luke1.7 9. 


to 'the Pcople and Gentiles, after 
his Refurretion 3; which formerly 
for {0' many ' Apev ' by-paſt, bad 
- 5 M 2 late 


164 QUERIESconerning the 
ſate in great darkneſs. Seeing in- 
deed the great Goſpel doCtrine of 
Univerſal Grace- feems not ſo ſuf. 
ficiently to be explained or main- 
rained without it : Doth it nor 
deſerve our ſerious Examination ? 
And if vpon Tryal it ſhall be 
found a Truth, is it not like to 
prove of great Seryice to the Con» 
verſion both: of Jews and Gentiles, 
to. whom the denial of this one 
thing with ſome others, is of no 
ſmall offence and Stumbling-block 
to many, both Heathens and Jews, 
who conclude the Divinity of the 
Modern Chriſtians, cannot be 
good, while their Philoſophy is ſo 
bad. Beſides, many Dodtrines 
maintained by ſome Chriſtians, 
concerning Reprobation, Original 
ſin, Infinite Damnation, and the 
like, do give great occaſion to 
many, both Jews and Gentiles, 
to ſuſpet the whole DoCtrine as 
falſe, and many of them do bleſs 
themſelves from the' God of the 
Chriſtians, as being not the true 
God, but an idol of their own 
making, whom they have —_— 

an 
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and framed after their; own dark 


and fooliſh Imaginations. -Is it not 
then high- time for all good and 
ſerious Chriſtians, to be awaken- 
ed, and to confider well, how 
they lay Offences in the_ way ©. of 
the weak, and concern themſelves 
to remove them? And ovghr 
there not to ſhine forth among 
true Chriſtians, a more ſolid, 
and true Wiſdom, and Light, to 
clear the bleſſed Artrributes of 
God's Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Ju- 
ſtice, and Providence in all his 
Diſpenſations, and that much more 
abundantly, than either lnfidels, 
Jews, or Heathens can offer? Or 
is it not a ſhame that any Infdcls 
whether  Fews or Heathens, ſhould 
have more wiſe and ſolid Notions, 
and Apprehenſions of the Supream 
Being, than many «called Chr:ſti- 
ans have? "And yet ſo it is, - 28 
to many ſo called at leaſt, who 
have ſo marred the lively Idea, 
and Image of that moſt Glorious 
Being with their fooliſk lmaginz- 
tions, that it makes the very Hez2- 
thens Ahamed to own any ſuch 

God, 
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QUERIES, &c. 
God, as they hold forth, while 
themſelves that hold them, would 
not own ſuch a Man to be a good 
Man, that ſhould be and do, as 
many called Chriſtians ſay their 
God is and doeth ? 


Books printed for Robert Ketrlewel! at 
the Hand and Sceptey in Fleet- 
ſtreet, 1684. 


I. H E Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience ; 

Or, ADiſcourſe ſhewing what Obeds- 
ence # indiſpenſably neceſſary ro a Regenerate 
State, and what Defeits are confiftent with 38. 
For the Promotion of Piety, and the Peace 
Troubled Conſciences. By John Kettlewel), 
Vicar of Coles-Hill 5» Warwick-ſhire, the 
ſecond Edition with large Adaitions, i Quarto, 
Price bound 8 8. 

2. A Journey :nto Greece, by Sir George 
Wheeler, n Company of Dr. Spon of Lyons. 
In ſix Books. Containing, 1. 4: Voyege from 
Venice' to Conſtantinople, 2, An Account of 
Conſtantinople, ard the adjacent Places. 3. A 
Voyage thorongh the Le\ler Alia, 4. A Voyage 
from Zant, thorough ſeveral Parts of Greece, 
to Athens. F. An Account of Athens. 6. See 
veral Journeys from Athens, s-to Attica, Co- 
rinth, Bezotia, &c. With Face of Sculp- 
tures. In Folio, Price bornd 15 % 

3- A Vindication of the Pcimitive Chriſti- 
ans, i Point of Obedience to their Prince, 
ag ainſt the Calamnies of @ Book, ,, extiuled, The 
Life of Julia, written by Ecebolius the So- 
phiſt. As alſo, The Doftrine of Paſſive Obe- 
dience cleared, tn Defence of Dr. Hicks. To- 
gether with an Appendix, being 4 more full and 

diſtinth 


eiflinft Arſoer to Mr: Thomas Hunt's Pref ce 
and Poſtſcript. Unto all which added, The 
Life of Julian, enlarged. In Oftayo. Price 
bond 2.5. 6.d. | 

4. A_ Sermon Preached at the Worceſter. 
Feaſt. by George Walls Mafter of Jrts, and 
Srudent of Chriſt-Church, Oxon. quarto. 
Price ftucht 6.4, 1052-4 

5. The Treaſares of the Sea, A Sermon 
preached to the Mariners, by William Thomp. 


fon. [:quarto. Price ſtucht 6d. | 
6. Ar Helpand Exhortation'to Worthy 


Commynnicating. Or, -« Treatiſe dferibing 
the Meaning, Worthy Reception, Duty an 
Benefits of the Holy Sacrament. And anſwer- 
#n5 the Doubrs' of Conſcience, &4' other 
ReMons, which moft generally detairi” Men from 
«5 rorether wich Snitable Devorions added. By 
JohirKettlewell, Yicer of  Coles-hill 3» Ware 
 wick-ſhire. Price bound 3's. 

7. A Diſſertation concerning the Pre-exi- 
ſtency of Souls : Wherein the ſtate of the Que- 
' ſtion & briefly unfolded, and divers Arguments 
az4 Obvjettions on both ſides alledged and an- 
ſyered; and a free Judgment concerning the 
Summ of the Controverlie allowed to every one. 
Bring Originally written in the Latin Tongue, 
ſeveral years ſince, bythe Learned C. P. and now 
»:de Engliſh by D. F. D.P. yy the recommer. + 


dation of E.M.H. rhyr Frign 


